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Bush budgets $430 3M

for Europe construction

Grafenwohr, Ramstein and Lakenheath slated for '06 expansion funds
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Afghamstan

More photos on Page 8

Lance Cpl. Dan Robert, squad automatic weapon
with Company L, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, charges.
through the deep snow of the Hindu Kush mountains during
cordon-and-search operations as parl of Dpe ration Sp Irs, a
combined offensive with coalition and Mgh istan trooj Almut
60 civilians have died from col d hn hd by Algh istan’s
recent cold weather.
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World

Militants in Philippines: A Philip-
pine commander demanded on
Thursday the surrender of Muslim

gunmen who attacked an army attach-
ment, triggering fighting that has killed
about 50 people, including 20 soldiers.

Thousands of villagers have been dis-
placed in sporadic clashes this week be-
tween Philippine forces and fighters loyal to
jailed Muslim rebel leader Nur Misuari on
the southern island of Jolo.

Lt. Gen. Alberto Braganza, commander of
the military’s Southern Command, demand-
ed that armed Misuari followers give up
their weapons and surrender those responsi-
ble for the soldiers’ deaths.

rgia prime minister: President
M.\kha!l Saakashvili presented his nominee
for prime minister to parliament on Thurs-
day, one week after the late premier, Zurab
Zhvania, was found dead in a Thbilisi apart-
ment, apparently from carbon monoxide poi-
soning, but lawmakers postponed the confir-
mation vote for one day.

As American FBI agents investigated the
apartment where Zhvania was found dead,
Saakashvili urged lawmakers to approve Fi-
nance Minister Zurab Nogaideli as the new
premier, but the parliament adjourned until
Friday without voting to approve him.

Saakashvili said that a major task for
Nogaideli’s Cabinet would be to create new
jobs.

U.N. sexual exploitation scandal: Congo’s
government Thursday welcomed the Unit-
ed Nations’ move to stop U.N. peacekeepers
from sexually exploiting Congolese women
and girls in this war-torn Central African na-
tion.

In a letter to the U.N. Security Council on
Wednesday, Secretary-General Kofi Annan
spelled out a number of measures taken by
the United Nations and its Peacekeeping De-
partment to tackle the problem of sexual
abuse, including a non-fraternization policy
for peacekeepers and a curfew for military
contingents.

Madrid car bombing: The day after a car
bomb attributed to the Basque separatist
group ETA injured 43 people near down-
town Madrid, the government on Thursday
ruled out any peace talks before violence
ends.

“So long as the terrorists continue practic-
ing terror, there is no possibility other than
hunting them down, pursumg them, arrest-
ing them and jailing them,” said Jordi Sevil-
la, the minister responsible for relations be-
tween the central government and Spain’s
17 semiautonomous political regions.

In recent public comments, government
officials have said ETA must not only de-
clare a cease-fire but also give up its weap-
ons caches.

Paris airport collapse: A decision on

== What's new with old ni

Nepal government: A riot policeman detains
human rights activist Bashu Devekota during
a protest against Nepal's royal governmem
in Katmandu, Nepal, on Thursday. P
Nepal’s capital arrested 12 rights activists
and quashed a rally to protest the king’s
.emergency rule Thursday, while Maoist
rebels in the killed five polit

counting fraud.

States

Patriots’ parade arrests: A prosecutor
has a deal for five teenagers arrested during
the parade to celebrate the New England Pa-
triots’ Super Bowl victory: If they read a
book that tells the story of drugs and desper-
ation in a Boston neighborhood and write a
report about it, he’ll drop the charges.

The book that Suffolk District Attorney
Daniel Conley wants them to read is Micha-
el Patrick MacDonald’s memoir “All Souls,”
about growing up in rough-and-tough
projects of South Boston. Part of the deal
Conley is offering requires the teens to
write a 2,500-word essay about the book.

Robert Blake trial: Jurors in the Robert
Blake trial heard a retired stuntman de-
scribe a murder plot worthy of a Hollywood
movie, but the defense noted the witness ini-
tially told police he knew of no such scheme.

Ronald “Duffy” Hambleton held the
packed Los Angeles courtroom’s attention
Wednesday as he described how Blake, an
old associate on the “Baretta” TV series,
contacted him after 20 years of silence to
talk about killing Blake’s wife. He was ex-
pected to take the stand again Thursday.

Hambleton, 68, gave the most detailed ac-
count yet of Blake allegedly scouting loca-
tions for the murder of Bonny Lee Bakley.
He said they visited Blake’s home and the
restaurant near where Bakley eventually
was slain in May 2001.

Blake, 71, is accused of shooting Bakley,
44, in a car near his favorite neighborhood
restaurant.

. teens sentenced: Two middle school
students who sickened classmates with a
cake containing glue and Tabasco sauce
were in Marietta on Wednesday

and freed comrades from a jail during a raid
on a town.

whether to fully or partially demolish the
rest of a terminal roof that collapsed at Par-
is’ main airport, killing four people, will be
made public in about two months, the air-
port operator said.

The rebuilding costs after either option
are about the same, “a little more” than
$128 million, said Pierre Graff, head of Air-
ports of Paris, in an interview published
Thursday.

Business

WorldCom fraud case: Jurors at the fraud
trial of former WorldCom CEO Bernard
Ebbers heard him tell stock analysts in
April 2001 — with fraud at the company
well under way — that “we do not see any
storms on the horizon at this time.”

The tape was played by prosecutors in
New York on Wednesday, on the third day
of testimony by Scott Sullivan, the former
chief financial officer at WorldCom, who
has implicated Ebbers in its $11 billion ac-

to probation by a juvenile court judge.

The 13-year-old girls, who initially had
faced attempted murder charges, were
found guilty of disrupting a public school, a
misdemeanor. They were given sentences
of nine months and a year on probation and
must write essays to Judge Juanita Stedman
on what they learned from the experience.

Charter school tuition hearing: The state
Department of Education has scheduled a
hearing to determine whether U.S. Sen.
Rick Santorum must repay a school district
for tuition it spent on a cyber charter school
for five of his children.

Santorum, R-Pa., withdrew his children
from the Pennsylvania Cyber Charter
School after officials in the Penn Hills
School District questioned why they were
paying to educate Santorum’s children at
the school.

School officials estimated they spent
about $100,000 on tuition for the senator’s
children since 2001, even though they spend
most of the year in Santorum’s Virginia
home.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press

Correction

A headline on a Feb. 10 story about a class-action lawsuit
should have said a group of California attorneys filed a lawsuit

against the financial group.
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Construction wish list tops $430 million

Construction
costs

The proposed 2006 budget for
military construction within the U.S.
European Command:

(GERMANY

Ramstein: $74,602,000 (family
housing, airfield and munitions
facilities)

Spangdahlem: $57,859,000
(family housing, control tower, large
vehlcle i pectlon station)

081,0!
(barracks, brlgade comple;
forward support, live-fire !aclll(y
urban assault course)
Vilseck: $15,923,000 (barracks-
phase 2, elementary school
addition)
Landstuhl: $5,572,000
(elemen(ary/mlddle school
classrooms)

ITALY

Aviano: $22,660,000 (air control
warehouse, family support center,
consolidated support center)
Pisa: $5,254,000 (ammunition
storage facility)

PORTUGAL
Lajes Field, Azores: $12 million
(fire-crash rescue station)
TURKEV

irli ,510,000 (family
houslng, communications facl\lty)
(ENGLAND |

Lakenheath: $53,562,000 (family
housing, bomb maintenance and

7

storage facilities)
Mildenhall: $13,500,000
(base engineer complex)
Menwith Hill: $41,697,000

(National Securi

Agency
ops/tech building;

Souda Bay: $7,089,000 (fuel
pipeline)

ISPAN |
Rota: $7,963,000 (elementary/
high school multi-use building)

TOTAL REQUEST FOR 2006:
$430,272,000

SOURCE: EUCOM Public Affairs Office

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes.

President’s budget focuses on Army in Grafenwohr
and air bases in Germany and United Kingdom

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — President Bush is ask-
ing for $430.3 million in military construction funds
for Europe in 2006, mostly for housing and other
projects at U.S. bases expected to be around for
years.

Much like the 2005 construction budget, the larg-
est amounts of funding are slated for Army facilities
in Grafenwohr, Germany, and air bases in Ram-
stein, Germany, and Lakenheath, England. A $42
million operations and technology center at the Na-
tional Security Agency at Menwith Hill, England,
has also been requested.

Most of the rest of the funds are for other bases
that military officials say fit in with the military’s
long-range plan to become more responsive to secu-
rity needs in Africa and the Middle East, such as the
air base at Incirlik, Turkey, and Naval Station Rota,
Spain.

The spending proposals also have some hurdles to
clear before they become law, according to Tom
Roberts, EUCOM’s legislative affairs specialist.

Marine Gen. James L. Jones, the EUCOM com-
mander, is scheduled to testify before Congress in
March as to the necessity and long-range value of
the projects. Both the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives will scrutinize the proposal and work out
any changes in their respective committees.

“They're going to be looking for assurances from
Gen. Jones that the money we’re asking for in mili-
tary construction is going to be spent on things that
are going to be around for a while,” Roberts said.

Some of the projects in the new budget are large,
such as ongoing establishment of Grafenwahr as the
U.S. military’s premier training site for American
troops and those from allied nations. This year,
$126.4 million is scheduled to be spent at the vast
site, with another $84 mil for next

Others requests are smaller, such as $12 million
for a new fire station at Lajes Field in the Azores,
Portugal.

“The [current facility] is out-of-date,” Col. Bar-
bara Jacobi, commander of the 65th Air Base Wing,
said in an e-mailed response. “It’s a converted air-
craft hangar, and it doesn't support the size of our
half-million-dollar vehicles. Secondly, it will relo-
cate the facility closer to where it’s needed.”

The proposed fire station would be built in a more
central location to the military air base and commer-
cial airport, which share the airstrip.

Bush’s $430.3 million request for 2006 is slightly
more than the $427.4 million he asked for in this
year’s budget, of which $396.3 million was approved
by Congress.

‘The same process must be followed this year.

“[Members of Congress] have a wnstituﬁonal
duty to do some fact-finding on budget requests,”
Roberts said. “It’s a joint effort. The president sub-
mits the budget, but there is no [money] unless the
House and Senate pass the same bill, and the presi-
dent gets involved again by signing it.”

Roberts said that Congress typically approves the
vast majority of the president’s military construc-
tion requests. The bill is normally signed in Septem-
ber.

No construction funding was requested for many
of the older Army bases in Germany, which could
be vacated in coming years. The Army has previous-
ly announced that large units such as the
Wiirzburg-based 1st Infantry Division and Wies-
baden-based 1st Armored Division will eventually
be moved to the United States.

Many of those bases, however, would be seeing
housing upgrades in coming years that would be
paid for as part of the Pentagon’s separate Sustail
ment, Restoration and Maintenance budget, offi-
cials from the U.S. European Command said earlier
this week.

year.

E-mail Charlie Coon at: coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Kids of deployed parents have
a comfort Zone at Lakenheath

Program lets worried children focus on something else for awhile

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

RAF LAKENHEATH, England
— The base has developed a new
program called Kids Deployment
Zone in an effort to take kids’
minds off missing their deployed
parents.

KDZ, backed with $9,500 from
U.S. Air Forces in Europe, is part
of Combat Care, one of several
programs created by Gen. Robert
H. “Doc” Foglesong, the USAFE
commander.

“The Family Support Center
does a fantastic job supporting
families as a whole,” said Matt
Driver, director of Lakenheath
Youth Programs and architect of
the new program. “We did not
have a program in place for chil-

Run by teenagers, the pro-
gram’s aim is to give some relief
to the parent left behind. Current-
ly, the 48th Fighter Wing has
more than 1,100 troops deployed
to the Middle East.

About 100 children have signed
up since the program was un-
veiled less than two weeks ago at
a town hall meeting for families

of deployed troops.

The children will be invited to
exclusive parties, enjoy free
entry at the skating rink — along
with free skate rental — and
have access to digital cameras to
send their deployed parent a
photo. A party is planned for 2
p.m. Sunday at the Lakenheath
Youth Center.

Laurel Edgar, coordinator of
teen activities al the base, said
the program “recognizes that
kids miss their parents.”

‘Two of the children who joined
are Marion and Darius Sims, sons
of Tech. Sgt. Damien Sims of the
48th Security Forces Squadron,
‘who is now deployed.

“He’s not going to come home
until the swimming pool is fixed,”
said Darius, 6, meanmg his father
will return in the spring when the
weather warms.

Marion, 8, demonstrated how
much he misses his father. An ac-
tivity in a magazine given to KDZ
children asks them to circle
‘words that describe how they feel
with their parent away.

Edgar asked Marion which
words he circled. He recalled,

“Awful Sad. Upset. Worried. Un-

The program has been placed
in the hands of teens at the base.
Members of the Keystone Club
are organizing events and acting
as big brothers and big sisters for
the children.

Business cards with the teens
names, phone numbers and
e-mail addresses have been given
to KDZ members. A senior at Lak-
enheath High School, Ashley
Lariviere, said she has received
e-mails from two children, one
asking for help with homework.

“It was cool,” she said. “This is
actually going to work.”

Tara Stone, a freshman, and
Dana Foster, a sophomore, are
members of the Keystone Club

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes

Darius Sims, 6, left, and his brother, Marion, 8, miss their father,
Tech. Sgt. Damien Sims, who is deployed with the 48th Security
Forces Squadron at RAF Lakenheath, England. The two boys have
joined the Kids Deployment Zone, a new program at the base for
children of deployed parents.

and said helping out with the
KDZ children is a good use of
their time.

“I like helping out people,” said
Tara. “It feels good. It's worth my
while rather than sitting around
watching TV.”

Dana’s mother is deployed, she
said, “so I can relate to it. Every-
body’s got a parent deployed at

me time.”

Capt. Sean Fitzpatrick, a social
worker with the 48th Medical
Group, is left at home with three
children — Nicholas, 9, Brendan,
7,and Patrick, S— while his wife,
Capt. Holly Fitzpatrick, also of
the medical group, is deployed.

He has enrolled his children in
KDZ and said it is a good idea for
children and parents.

“Especially here overseas
where you don’t have all the fami-

ly support you have in the
States,” he said. “It helps the kids
get out of the house.”

Although still in its beginning
stages, the program seems des-
tined to work, said Driver.

“From the start, we can tell this
is a program we'll be keeping,”
he said, “and it will be getting big-
ger.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Lakenheath tries to rock inspection team

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes

Senior Airman Nicholas Schiro welcomes
the Installation Excellence Award team to
RAF Lakenheath, England.

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

RAF LAKENHEATH, England — Secu-
rity forces cars with flashing lights escort-
ed the blue Air Force bus across the base.

As the bus pulled into the parking lot of
the Eagles’ Landing officers’ club Wednes-
day evening, several hundred 48th Fighter
Wing airmen blew shrill whistles and
chanted the wing’s nickname, “Lib-er-tee!
Lib-er-tee!”

When the bus rolled to a stop, several air-
men surrounded it and rocked it back and
forth while the cacophony continued.

Just who was on board? The Super Bowl
champion New England Patriots? The cast
of “Desperate Housewives”? Britney?

No, it was the 2005 Installation Excel-
lence Award team — a general and a hand-
ful of colonels in civilian clothes.

This is what happens when $1 million is
at stake. That's the prize RAF Lakenheath
is competing for against Misawa Air Base,
Japan, and McConnell Air Force Base,

Kan,, in the Commander-in-Chief Award
for Installation Excellence.

“Welcome to Laken-Heaven,” Brig. Gen.
Mark T. Matthews said as he introduced
the team lined up beside him on a stage.

The team, led by Brig. Gen. Mark W.
Anderson, had just arrived in England
from Japan, where they inspected Misawa.
They have already visited McConnell.

“They saved the best for last,” Matthews
said to the cheering crowd.

The welcoming rally was designed to
show enthusiasm, which may or may not
help as the team members inspect every
nook and cranny of the base before leaving
Friday.

Maj. Gary Schneider, commander of the
48th Civil Engineer Squadron operations
flight, said the five officers would make
230 stops in less than two days to judge the
base’s worthiness.

“We've been incredibly  busy,”
Schneider said in an interview before the
bus arrived. “Every unit on base is in-
volved.”

The award is not about appearance, al-
though that’s part of it, Schneider said, and
the reason people with rakes and shovels
have been obvious around the base this

“It’s all about excellence in what we do,”
he said. “It’s about making the mission hap-
pen.”

The inspection takes place while the
wing is supporting more than 1,100 of its
members deployed to the Middle East.

The team will look at several things, in-
cluding work environment, quality of life,
productivity, customer satisfaction and
unit cohesiveness.

The winner will be announced in the
spring.

If RAF Lakenheath is successful, Mat-
thews will travel to Washington to plck up
the trophy, a flag denoting the base’s honor
and a letter of congratulations signed by
the president.

The money will be used for quali-
ty-of-life improvements on the base.

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Assigned to Pentagon

NAPLES, Italy — Rear Adm.
Stanley Bozin, commander of
Navy Region Europe and Mari-

Nations still mull Kosovo’s progress future

time Air Forces, Mediterranean,
will be leaving Naples for a new
assignment at the Pentagon.

Bozin has been tapped to be di-
rector of the Office of Budget
under the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of the Navy for Finan-
cial Management and Comptrol-
ler, according to a release.

Bozin took over the Fleet Air
Mediterranean combined staff in
September 2003, and assumed
control of Navy Region Europe in

pril 2004.

Sweet homecoming

WURZBURG, Germany
Four more Air Force jets re-
turned 392 1st Infantry Division
soldiers home to their bases in
Germany on Thursday, a 1st ID
spokeswoman said.

The soldiers represent 16 units,
said Spe. Rebecca Sharpton, com-
ing from bases in Wiirzburg, Sch-
weinfurt, Kitzingen and Katter-
bach. The largest groups includ-
ed 144 soldiers from the 9th Engi-
neer Battalion; 54 from the 1st
Battalion, 7th Field Artillery Regi-
ment; and 34 from the 1st Battal-
ion, 1st Aviation Regiment.

Six more flights from Iraq are
due back in Germany on Friday,

Sharpton said.

Qant
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BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

An international meeting on
the future of Kosovo last week did
not take a stand on the province’s
sought-for independence, but six
nations vowed to take the first
step toward settling its status this
summer.

The Pristina meetings were
held on the heels of a report by
the Brussels, Belgium-based In-
ternational Crisis Group, which
called for independence as a
brake against the rekindled
flames of war.

The countries of the “Contact
Group,” however, announced that
they would review Kosovo's
progress on issues such as demo-
cratic reform, a free market, law
and minority safety in mid-2005.

If the results are good, then and
only then would they tackle the
subject of whether Kosovo would
remain part of Serbia.

A statement released by the
State Department declared that
the group emphasized that the fu-
ture of Kosovo “will depend on a
positive outcome of this compre-
hensive review.”

The statement dovetailed with
the public policy of the United
States toward the region, but six
countries prepared the text.

The group is composed of the
United States, Britain, France,
Germany, Italy and the Russian
Federation.

Its representatives met with
the United Nations, NATO-led
peacekeepers and local govern-
ment officials and opposition and
minority leaders on Feb. 1 and 2.

The think-tank report called for
independence by 2006.

“Time is running out for Koso-
vo,” it began. “The status quo will
not hold. ... The Albanian majori-
ty expects the international com-
munity to begin delivering this
year on its independence aspira-
tions.”

The Europe program director
for the crisis group said the gov-
ernments’ release was not surpris-
ing. “It said pretty much what I'd
expect it to say,” Nicholas Whyte
said.

He nonetheless hoped further
meetings would finally settle the
question in favor of indepen-
dence. He added that the Febru-
ary meetings “were a step in that
direction.”

“My understanding is that
there’s many things going behind
the scenes, but I wouldn’t want to
comment any further in the
media,” Whyte said.

Tomas ROFKAHR!/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Soldiers from Troop C of the 2nd Squadron, 107th Cavalry Regiment,
serving as peackeepers in Kosovo inspect a barn for illegal contraband.

Serbia maintains that Kosovo
belongs to it; ethnic Serbs inside
the province agree. Ethnic Alba-
nians want out.

According to the U.S. Office
Pristina, the contact group will
continue to meet regularly.

A spokesman for the office said
Kathleen Stephens, the deputy as-
sistant secretary for European
and Eurasian affairs, represented
Washington at the ‘most recent
meetings.

E-mail Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

A Vilseck, Germany-based sol-
dier was sentenced to nine
months in prison Monday after
pleading guilty to having sex with
a 14-year-old girl, according to a
trial summary released by the 1st

Listen up

Infantry Division’s staff judge ad-
vocate.

Pfc. Matthew Summers, 21, of
the 2nd Battalion, 63rd Armor
Regiment, met the ninth- grader
in March 2004 while she was in
the care of a female soldier who
was his friend. According to the
summary, he acknowledged hav-
ing consensual sex with the girl
during a weekend party at a hotel
in Hohenfels. Judge (Lt. Col)
Robin led Summers
$800 a month for the nine months
of his incarceration.

From staff reports

Petty Officer 1st Class Kevin Rice,

a surface warfare machinist’s mate

of the USS Emory S. Land’s engineering
department, takes soundings from the
ship’s feed water tank. The USS Emory S.
Land is deployed to the Gulf of Guinea to
help enchance cooperation between the
U.S. Navy and Gulf of Guinea nations.
About 1,400 sailors and Marines are part
of the deployment.

JONATHAN KULP/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy
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1st black chaplain
finally gets much
sought-after ruling

BY STEPHEN MANNING
The Associated Press

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — Born into slavery, Henry
Vinton Plummer served honorably in the Union Navy
during the Civil War, went on to attend seminary,
then became the Army’s first black chaplain.

But Plummer’s stellar career went bad in 1894:
‘While chaplain, he was court-martialed and dishon-
orably discharged for drinking with an enlisted man
and cursing in front of the man’s wife and children.

More than a century later, an Army board has up-
held the court-martial but granted Plummer a post-
humous honorable discharge, said Brian Busey, an
attorney for Plummer’s descendants.

The Army board determined that Plummer’s
court-martial was conducted properly and that mod-
ern legal standards should not be applied to a case
that is more than a hundred years old.

“They obviously were worried about a precedent
that opens the door for other cases,” Busey said
Wednesday of the decision not to reverse the
court-martial.

Plummer’s descendants had wanted him to be
given an honorable discharge and did not seek any
financial compensation. They filed an appeal in Feb-
ruary 2004 with the Army Board for Correction of
Military Records, arguing the chaplain was convict-
ed on very little evidence because of his race and be-
cause of animosity from his superior officers. The
jury was all white.

Plummer was born into slavery in 1844 on a plan-
tation in Prince George’s County, outside Washing-

ton, D.C. He escaped when he was 18 and eventual-
ly joined the Union Navy during the Civil War, re-
ceiving an honorable discharge in 1865.

He went to seminary and became a Baptist minis-
ter, settling in Prince George’s County after the war.
1In 1884, he joined the Army as a commissioned offic-
er and served in a unit comprised of black soldiers
that became known as the Buffalo Soldiers. He was
later posted at Fort Robinson in Nebraska with the
9th Cavalry.

According to the family, while with the 9th, Plum-
mer clashed with his unit’s white commanders, un-
successfully seeking access to officers’ quarters and
pushing for temperance on the base.

But what eventually did Plummer in, according to

Henry Vinton Plummer, a former slave and the first
black Army chaplain, is seen in a photo from the
1800s. An Army review board has upheld Vinton's
19th-century court-martial, but granted him an
honorable discharge, according to an attorney.

the family’s petition, was a running dispute he had
with a black enlisted man.

The sergeant claimed Plummer had given him
money to buy alcohol and had cursed in front of his
wife and children. The petition claims Plummer
thought the money was for milk and the allegations
about cursing were not true. He was convicted after
an 11-day trial.

Upon his discharge, Plummer moved his family to
Kansas City and spent the rest of his life trying to
clear his name, including writing letters to the Army
and President Grover Cleveland. He died in 1905.
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DOD civi

lians to

get paid based
on performance

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The De-
fense Department’s new person-
nel rules will jettison parts of a
civil service system that for de-
cades have meant steady pay in-
creases for civilian workers and
several layers of protection
against arbitrary firings or disci-
pline, according to a Pentagon
briefing for Con-
greaa on Wednes-

Under the Na-
tional Security
Personnel  Sys-
tem, pay raises,

The new system
would toss out
the 15-grade

Homeland Security last month.
The Defense plan, to be phased in
over four years, will affect about
750,000 we orker: compared with
110,000 at DH:
The Penldgun says managers
will be able to hire workers faster
ugh a streamlined process, al-
lhough veterans will still have an
edge over other applicants. The
system also changes the rules for
layons to empha-
size job perfor-
mance rather than
seniority in deter-
mining who stays
and who doesn’t.
Workers rated

now driven large- v L orRers ratec
oylomgeuyfne Ceneral o Tousandng
stead will be tied  Qepodyle pay — pay - increases
to annual pe;lfor- ; than others, and
T hat . e system and unaceeptableper-
into account an p e it i, c . re-
Emr;loyeg’s o replace /1‘ with geive mo_raises,
luct ane rofes- Y P & n
sional demganor. one of “pay ;‘grbn UQU nmlS:m O?Jr
sys- s 7 offerd I n—mov-
tem }:’voulg s bands,” offering g up in o pey
out the 15-grade o1 roer 2 s
General Schedule fewer, larg er the next one —
meotenadrs  salary ranges.  ThIPT
of “pay bands,” of- ful performance

fering fewer, larger salary ranges
tied to jobs more broadly
grouped by occupation and em-
ployee skill level, according to a
12-page summary given to House
and Senate staffers.

The document indicates that
the Pentagon’s new personnel sys-
tem will be similar to new rules
announced for the Department of

rating from a supervisor.
Congress paved the way for the
new system in 2003 when it gave
the Pentagon the authority to re-
write the personnel rules. Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld had
argued that the current system
was outdated, rewarded poor per-
formers as well as strong ones and
greatly limited the department’s
ability to fight global terrorism.

Voice your opi

ion in Europe!
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Ex-AF secretary cited for ethics violations

Inspector general says Roche misused office

BY R. JEFFREY SMITH
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Former Air
Force secretary James Roche vio-
lated two military ethics rules
when he urged a defense contrac-
tor to hire the brother of a senior
Office of Management and Budget
official while the Air Force was try-
ing to win OMB endorsement of a
new $30 billion aircraft leasing
program, according to the De-
fense Department’s top auditor.

Roche misused his public of-
fice for someone else’s private
gain and violated Pentagon rules
governing the personal use of
e-mail systems in his dealings on
the matter, Inspector General Jo-
seph E. Schmitz said in a previ-
ously undisclosed Jan. 31 letter to
members of the Senate Armed
Services Committee.

Schmitz told the lawmakers he
provided the results of his inquiry
into Roche’s actions to the office
of Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld late last month; a
spokesman for Rumsfeld, Bryan

Whitman, said Rumsfeld has not
yet read it. Roche did not reply to
messages sent Wednesday by the
Air Force on behalf of The Wash-
ington Post, but he told Schmitz
during the probe that his interven-
tion was personal and not official,
and thus he believed he violated

Roche said his
note to a
Northrop official
was a }1/37‘.8‘()71,(11
communication
to a friend.

no Pentagon rules.

Schmitz’s criticisms of Roche
revolve around an e-mail ex-
change in 2003 between Roche
and OMB Associate Director
Robin Cleveland. They are the lat-
est in a series the inspector gener-
al’s office has made against the
Air Force and its management

over the handling of a
three-year-old proposal to lease
Boeing 767 jet aircraft for use as
military refueling planes.

Dealings between Air Force
and Boeing officials on the tank-
ers have resulted in two criminal
indictments, stymied the careers
of senior Air Force military offic-
ers and prompted senior Boeing
officials to resign.

Roche resigned Jan. 20, partly
in an effort to fend off continuing
congressional criticism of the
tanker leasing deal, according to
the Air Force’s top acquisitions of-
ficial, Marvin Sambur, who de-
scribed his own January resigna-
tion as motivated by that aim.

In the e-mail, Cleveland, who
oversees the budgeting of nation-
al security programs, sent Roche
a resume for her brother on May
9, 2003, saying: “I would appreci-
ate anything you can do to help
with NG [Northrop Grumman]”
—a firm where Roche had been a
senior executive.

Her request came as the admin-
istration was trying to develop a

Courtesy of the DVIC

Former Secretary of the Air Force James G. Roche has been cited for

ethic

consensus on the leasing plan,
which other top OMB officials
had called a waste of money.
Roche forwarded Cleveland’s
e-mail to a senior Northrop law-
yer, with his own endorsement of
her brother. He told Cleveland
what he had done, adding, “Be
well. Smile. Give tankers now
(Oops, did I say that? ...).”

ions by the Defense Department's inspector general.

Northrop did not hire Cleve-
land’s brother. Roche protested
to Schmitz, in a letter sent before
his resignation, that his note to
the Northrop official was a person-
al communication to a friend. But
Schmitz told lawmakers that he
did not accept this explanation
and that Roche had wrongly indi-
cated the Air Force endorsed the
brother’s employment.

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy —
The Air Mobility Command’s
workload probably won't be get-
ting any lighter, but some of the
places it’s done are changmg

That’s a quick version of a key
message Col. Tim Grosz, com-
mander of the 721st Air Mobili-
ty Operations Group, delivered
this week to senior leaders from
more than a dozen remote sites
— known as geographically sep-
arated units.

“Our biggest issue is the
Rhein-Main [Air Base] transfor-
mation project,” Grosz said
Thursday in Aviano on the final
day of the group’s annual gather-

ing.

The 726th Air Mobility Squ:
ron that’s stationed at the mili-
tary base adjoining Frankfurt In-
ternational Airport will relocate
to Spangdahlem Air Base at the
start of October — just a few
months before Rhein-Main clos-
es. Much of the 726th’s work-
load will follow the squadron
from Rhein-Main to Spangdahl-
em. Ramstein Air Base, where
the group is headquartered, will
also see increased action.

After Rhein-Main closes by
December this year, the base
wll.l revert to the Frankfurt air-

Grusz said the move to Span-
gdahlem is critical because
after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks on New York and the
Pentagon, the Air Mobility Com-
mand has seen a “huge in-
crease” in its workload. For the
721st, that means about 2,000
airmen spread out in 11 coun-
tries from Portugal to Qatar are
kept busy ferrying personnel

Closure of Rhein-Main
means work elsewhere

and supplies to places such as
Traq and Afghanistan.

“You name it, we're bringing
it,” Grosz said when asked what
types of cargo were being
shipped. A combination of mili-
tary aircraft and leased commer-
cial jets are used to handle the
mission.

Many of those flights have
been passing through
Rhein-Main. Grosz estimated
that Rhein-Main and Ramstein
each handle 7,000 flights a year
under 721st auspices.

But there are changes outside
Germany, as well. Naval Station
Rota in Spain and Aviano Air
Base in Italy are both building
new parking areas for cargo air-
craft. Aviano’s Detachment 3
will evolve into the 724th Air Mo-
bility Squadron in March,
though officials say that doesn’t
necessarily mean the base will
see an increase in cargo aircr:

The Aviano delachment
which hosted the annual gather-
ing for the first time, also
learned it had recently won an
Air Force-level honor. It was
named best small air terminal,
which includes cargo and per-
sonnel categories. Ramstein’s
723rd Air Mobility Squadron
won for best large air terminal.

Grosz said the annual meet-
ing is important because it gives
the i

Bipartisan legislative effort backs
bill to expand reservists’ benefits

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — A biparti-
san group of legislators unveiled
a new bill Wednesday that would
improve retirement and health-
care benefits for members of the
National Guard and Reserve.

Rep. Tom Latham from Iowa
and Sen. Lindsey Graham from
South Carolina, both Republi-
cans, are spearheading the bill,
called the Guard and Reserve
Readiness and Retention Act of

005.

The bill has two major compo-
nents: a provision that would
allow Guardsmen and reservists
to buy coverage using Tricare,
the military’s health-care system,
whether or not they are mobi-
lized; and a decrease in the mili-
tary retirement age that is based
on the number of years a reserv-
ist has served.

Right now, only mobilized re-
servists are allowed to sign up
themselves and their families for
Tricare, thanks to a provision
passed by Congress last year.

Like many working Americans,
reservists frequently cannot af-
ford medical insurance, Latham
said Tuesday during a press con-
ference the bill.

units time to discuss issues.

“Is nice to have some
face to-face time with every-
one,” he said.

But that doesn’t mean the
group has stopped its mission
for three days.

“We work 365 days a year,”
he said. “We don’t have a

reak.”

E-mail Kent Harris at:
harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

The senator cited a U.S. govern-
ment study released in April 2003
that found that 20 percent of
Army National Guard and Army
Reserve soldiers are uninsured.

A study General Accounting Of-
fice found that as many as 40 per-
cent of Guards and reservists
who live in the Midwest are unin-
sured.

“A healthier force will make
[reservists] safer, it will make us

safer but it’s also just the right

thing to do,” Sen. Patrick Leahy,
D-Vt, a co-sponsor of the bill,
said during apress conference an-
nouncing it Tuesday.

Yet to be determined is the cost
of monthly premiums to reserv-
ists who elect Tricare, said Mark
Olanoff, executive director of the
Retired Enlisted Association in Al-
exandria, Va., one of several re-
serves advocacy organizations
supporting the bill.

The bill also proposes making
retirement benefits available ear-
lier, using a formula that would
shave one year off the current
60-year refirement benchmark
for every two years of service
over 20 years.

Right now, reservists can’t
start collecting retirement pay
until they turn 60, regardless of
how long they have served in the
military.

If the bill passes, a reservist
with 20 years of service could
draw retirement pay at age 60,
while a reservist with 34 years
could retire as early as age 53.

The longer and more frequent
deployments that are resulting
from operations in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan mean many reservists
are contributing less money to
their tax-deferred private retire-
ment plans, Latham said.

Lowering the retirement age,
he said, would give reservists an
incentive to continue serving.

The bill’s provisions would cost
taxpayers an estimated $7 billion
over five years, Latham said.

The bill’s other co-sponsors in-
clude Sens. Hillary Clinton,
D-N.Y; Mike DeWine, R-Ohio;
George Allen, R-Va; Maria
Cantwell, D-Wash.; and Saxby
Chambliss, R-Ga.; and Rep. Joe
Wilson, R-S.C.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
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Marines carry out operation in harsh Afghan weather

Left: Second Lt. Caleb Weiss,
platoon commander, and Sgt.
Nick Lentz, squad leader, both
with Company L, 3rd Battalion,
3rd Marine Division, lead their
troops during a cordon and search
of a village in Korangal Valley,
Afghanistan, during Operation
Spurs, a combined offensive with
coalition and Afghanistan troops.

Right: Marines leap from a CH-47
Chinook helicopter hovering

above the snowy hills of Korangal
during Operation Spurs. Afghans
say this year'’s snowfall is the
heaviest in years. Officials said
more than three feet of snow fell
in many areas.
PHOTOS BY RICH MATTINGLY
Gourtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps
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Sexual interrogation tactics used at Gitmo

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Female interrogators
repeatedly used sexually suggestive tac-
tics to try to humiliate and pry information
from devout Muslim men held at the U.S.
military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
according to a military investigation not
yet public and newly declassified accounts
from detainees.

The prisoners have told their lawyers,
who compiled the accounts, that femaie in-
terrogators regularly violated Muslim ta-
boos about sex and contact with women.
The women rubbed their bodies against
the men, wore skimpy clothes in front of
them, made sexually explicit remarks and
touched them provocatively, at least eight
detainees said in documents or through

RAMSTEIN
ENLISTED CLUB

Building 2140
Ramstein Air Force Base

Ph: 06371/47-6890

DOD inquiry: Females used suggestive
behavior to try to break Muslim men

their attorneys.

A wide-ranging Pentagon investigation,
which has not yet been released, generally
confirms the detainees’ allegations, accord-
ing to a senior Defense Department offi-
cial familiar with the report. While isolated
accounts of such tactics have emerged in
recent weeks, the new allegations and the
findings of the Pentagon investigation indi-
cate that sexually oriented tactics may
have been part of the fabric of Guantana-
mo interrogations, especially in 2003.

The inquiry uncovered numerous in-
stances in which female interrogators,
using dye, pretended to spread menstrual
blood on Muslim men, the official said. Sep-
arately, in court papers and public state-
ments, three detainees say that women
smeared them with blood.

The military investigation of U.S. deten-
tion and interrogation practices world-
wide, led by Vice Adm. Albert T. Church
111, confirmed one case in which an Army
interrogator took off her uniform top and

e TR N
Fried chicken, Chicken sandwich, BBQ
ribs, Hot wings & much, much morelil!

Carl this Advert oul lo reeieve...

paraded around in a tight T-shirt to make a
Guantanamo detainee uncomfortable, and
other cases in which interrogators touched
the detainees suggestively, the senior Pen-
tagon official said.

Defense Department officials said they
have reprimanded two female interroga-
tors for such tactics. It is unclear whether
military personnel, employees of other
agencies or private contractors were in-
volved.

Church’s report found that interrogators
used sexually oriented tactics and harass-
ment to shock or offend Muslim prisoners,
the senior Pentagon official said. The offi-
cial said that the mililary would not con-
done “sexual activity” during interroga-
tion, but that good m&errogalors “take ini-
tiative and are a little creative.”
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Iraq to close horders during Shiite holiday

Car bomb misses U.S. convoy, kills 2 Traqis

BY MARIAM FAM

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — With violence
on the rise after the Jan. 30 elec-
tion, Iraqgi officials announced
they would seal the country’s bor-
ders for five days this month
around a major Shiite religious
holiday. Last year during the holi-
day, about 180 people were killed
in suicide attacks at Shiite
shrines.

Also Thursday, a car bomb det-
onated by remote control explod-
ed in central Baghdad, killing two
Iragis but missing a U.S. military
convoy as insurgent violence
claimed at least 43 lives. Clashes
between Iragi police and rebels
erupted along a major highway
southeast of the capital.

A statement by the office of in-
terim Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi said all borders would close
from midnight Feb. 17 until mid-
night Feb. 22.

The announcement said only
that the decision was taken “to en-
hance the security and guarantee
the Iraqi citizens’ safety.”

Thursday marks the first day of
the Islamic month of Muharram.

The 10th of Muharram, or Ash-
oura, is the holiest day of the Shi-
ite Muslim calendar, marking the
death of Imam Hussein, the
grandson of the prophet Muham-
mad, in a 7th century battle for
leadership of the Islamic world.

During last year’s Ashoura cer-
emonies, which took place March
2,  simultaneous  explosions
ripped through crowds of wor-
shippers at Shiite Muslim shrines
in Baghdad and Karbala, killing
at least 181.

Hundreds of of Shi-

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least
1,453 members of the U.S. mili-
tary have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 1,110
died as a result of hostile action,
the Defense Department said.

The ﬁgures include four mili-
tary civili

The AP caunt is five higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 am.
EST Wednesday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; Spaln 11;
Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia, three;
Estonia, Thailand and the Neth-
erlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary,
Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,315 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to

U.S. deaths in Iraq

AP’s count. That includes at
least 1,001 deaths resulting
from hostile action, according to
the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

WA soldier was killed
Wednesday in an ambush north
of Baghdad.

M A soldier died Tuesday of a
gunshot wound at the Balad
base.

M A soldier was killed Sunday
while on patrol in Mosul.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Capt. Sean L.
Brock, 29, Redondo Beach,
Calif,; died Feb. 2 from wounds
received in Irag’s Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to Headquarters
Battalion, Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler, Okinawa, Japan.

W Army Staff Sgt. Zachary R.
Wobler, 24; Ottowa, Ohio, died
Sunday in Mosul, Iraq, when his
patrol came under fire: assigned
to the Army’s 2nd Battalion,
325th Airborne Infantry Regi-
ment, 82nd Airborne Division,
Fort Bragg, N.C.

fire. At least two Iraqis were
killed and two others were wound-
ed, U.S. military spokesman Lt.
Col. James Hutton said.

An American military patrol
had just passed through the area
but there were no U.S. casualties,
Hutton said.

Most of the attacks Thursday
were against Iraq’s security forc-
es, part of an apparent insurgent
public

ites around the world traditional-
ly gather at Hussein’s tomb in
Karbala and other Shiite holy
sites in Iraq during Ashoura.

The car bomb detonated on
Tahrir Square in the heart of
Baghdad, shattering the vehicle
and setting several other cars on

confidence after police and sol-
diers managed to prevent cata-
strophic attacks during the elec-
tions.

The biggest attack occurred in
Salman Pak, 12 miles southeast of
Baghdad, when insurgents at-
tacked Iraqi policemen who came

to look for weapons, showering
them with machine-gun fire, rock-
et-propelled grenades and mortar
rounds, police said.

Seven Iraqi police were killed
in the two-hour gunbattle and
eight were wounded, U.S. offi-
cials said. American troops evacu-
ated some of the wounded, the
U.S. command said, and residents
said American helicopters were
prowling the skies.

Elsewhere, bodies of 20 Iraqgi
truck drivers who had been shot
were found dumped on a road,
their hands bound behind their
backs, police Capt. Ahmed Ismail
said. Some of the trucks were
owned by the government, Ismail
said.

A woman kisses an image of Iman Hussein in the center of a reli
poster Thursday in the Sadr City area of Baghdad. Hussein was

AP photos

ehead-

ed in nearby Karbala in 680 AD in a battle over the line of succession
to the Prophet Mohammed that is celebrated by Shiites as the festival

of Ashoura. Iragi Prime Mi

ter Ayad Allawi announced the nation’s

borders would be closed during the holiday to prevent violence.

Meanwhile, Osama bin Lad-
en’s top deputy criticized the U
concept of freedom in an audio-
tape aired Thursday night on the
TV satellite station Al-Jazeera.
But it appeared the tape was just
a replay of an old tape, previous-
ly made public earlier this
month.

On the tape, Ayman al-Zawahri
criticized the American concept

of freedom, saying the United
States actually was acting as an in-
vader and occupier.

However, the audiotape ap-
peared to be identical to the tran-
script of an al-Zawahri tape that
was posted on an Islamic web site
on Feb. 2. Staff at the television
station said they first heard of the
tape from a news agency and ini-
tially believed it was new.

U.S. hopeful NATO will send more trainers to Iraq

The Associated Press

NICE, France — U.S. allies in Europe
have so far mustered fewer than 100 train-
ers to go to Iraq to assist in the modest
NATO mission there, but a top American
general said Thursday he was hopeful they
would offer several dozen more in the com-
ing weeks.

“We've asked for more than what has

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE!

been provided so far,” said Army Lt. Gen.
David Petraeus, who oversees the effort to
train and equip Iraq’s security and mili-
tary forces. Petraeus joined U.S. Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld in Nice for a
meeting of NATO defense ministers.
Later Thursday, NATO Secretary Gener-
al Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, speaking to re-
porters in Nice, said he hopes to see the
total NATO commitment in Iraq rise to

about 360, a figure that includes security
personnel to protect the trainers.

The NATO mission in Iraq, while small
aims to develop Iraq’s military on a strategic
level, rather than train individual soldiers.

Bush administration officials have also
advocated the NATO mission as a way of
pushing the alliance to transform into a
more deployable, internationally involved
force.
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Other NATO allies have declined Wash-
ington’s appeal to send trainers to Irag but
have offered equipment, money or training
outside Iraqi borders.

Officials say roughly 100 trainers are in
Irag now. Some are Americans working
under the NATO banner, but precise fig-
ures were unavailable. Petreaus said the
goal is to get that to 159 trainers from
NATO nations.

Sales@PentagonCarSales.com
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Senators wrestle with carrier reduction

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Senators on Thurs-
day lamented Navy plans to decommission
one aircraft carrier — assumed to be the
USS John F. Kennedy — as a cost-cutting
move in the president’s proposed 2006 de-
fense budget.

John Warner, R-Va,, chairman of the
Senate Armed Services, called the propos-
al a “dramatic departure” from the 12-car-
rier standard military officials have upheld
for years.

“That level of carriers has been the inte-
gral building block, not only for the Navy
but for our force structure and planning
for forward deployed operations,” he said.

During testimony before the committee
Thursday Chief of Naval Operations Adm.
Vernon Clark called the move a “risk” but
said he believes the basic capability of the

Admiral calls plan a ‘risk,” but says fleet will not be compromised

But Clark said the move will likely shift
Navy strategy to having only seven carrier
fleets ready for deployment within 90 days.
Currently, the service can deploy eight in
that time frame.

Clark said if the USS Kennedy is retired,
he still hopes to keep two carrier-capable
bases active on the Atlantic Ocean. Cur-
rently that carrier is the only one based in
Florida, while four others are based in Vir-
ginia.

“There is a danger in overcentralizing
our operations,” he said.

“We need two carrier-capable ports on
each coast.”

Also Thursday, senators criticized the
Bush administration for not including
costs of new equipment and more Army re-

they say could hurt the services’ readiness
in the long run.

Not included in the $419 billion budget
proposal are items such as $3 billion for
pay and benefits for 30,000 new Army sol-
diers and about $200 million to build 13 un-
manned Predator aircraft.

Officials expect those costs to be includ-
ed later this year in a supplemental budget
request, expected to reach nearly $80 bil-
lion.

Senators called that decision poor book-

R-Ariz, adding that many of the critical
items shouldn’t be paid for through
one-time spending.

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the ranking
Democrat on the committee, said costs as-
sociated with modernizing the Army — a
long-term goal of force officials — should
not be included in the one-time payout be-
cause of their importance to the service’s
future.

Also at the hearing, Air Force Chief of
Staff Gen. John Jumper said he expects
funding for the C-130J cargo planes to be

as budget di; SS.

keeping, and possibly even an
ed way of limiting Congressional review on
what the military is really spending.

“This removes from our oversight re-
sponsibilities and the scrutiny these pro-

progre:

The move was expected to save more
than $870 million this year, but Jumper
told senators defense officials did not ac-
count for the cost of penalties for breaking
that construction contract.

fleet will not be compromised.

cruits in the 2006 budget proposal, a move

grams deserve,”

said Sen. John McCain,  E-mail Leo

Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Political battle over carrier pains Bush’s brother
USS Kennedy, based in Florida, may be eliminated

BY LIZ SIDOTI
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush’s defense blueprint calls for
eliminating an aircraft carrier,
and that’s making life difficult for
his brother Jeb, governor of Flori-
da where the USS John F.
Kennedy is based.

Florida has been thrust into a
high-stakes, highly political bud-
get fight that also involves Virgin-
ia, home of a major Navy port at
Norfolk, and its two senators,
John Warner, chairman of the
Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee, and George Allen, up for
re-election in 2006.

While the budget doesn’t say
which carrier could be scrapped,
the Mayport, Fla.-based ship is a
likely candidate because it's the
Navy’s third-oldest carrier and
one of only two in the fleet pow-
ered by oil. The Kennedy, com-
missioned in 1968, is scheduled to
be retired in 2018.

Underscoring the stakes, Jeb
Bush came to Washington for a
two-day visit this week, arriving
one day after the president rolled
out his budget. The governor,

who has been mentioned as a pos-
sible presidential candidate in
2008, is to meet with members of
his state’s congressional delega-
tion and lobby lawmakers on
Wednesday to keep the carrier at
Mayport Naval Station near Jack-
sonville.

It’s a dance that happens each
year in Washington after the pres-
ident sends his budget proposal to
Congress. State officials with a lot
to lose descend on Washington to
try to get Congress to reject parts
of the president’s proposal. Mem-
bers of Congress wage their own
campaigns to protect pet projects
for their home states.

Florida and Virginia are home
to the two Atlantic ports for the
Navy's aircraft carriers, while the
Pacific fleet resides at three
naval bases off the coasts of Cali-
fornia and Washington state. One
carrier also is based in Japan.

The Pentagon proposed elimi-
nating a carrier as a way to save
money as the country spends bil-
lions a month to fight wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Defense offi-

cials say the Navy can perform
the same functions with 11 carri-
ers.

Warner, a powerful Republican
and a former Navy secretary,
says that while he has “long sup-
ported maintaining 12 camers
he still has a to con-

maverick. McCain, another poten-
tial candidate for president, prom-
ised “a careful examination” of
the proposal.

Meanwhile, Allen, also a possi-
ble White House candidate in
2008, and Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla.,

sider the president’s proposal in
good faith.

So, he is refraining from endors-
ing legislation by two senators
who serve on his ittee to re-

the two members who
are co-sponsoring the bill to
freeze the number of carriers at
12, are lobbying the Pentagon di-
rectly. They argue that it's not

smart to decommission a carrier
while at war. Allen pressed Rums-
feld on the issue Tuesday.

Nelson also sent a letter to
Adm. Vernon Clark, chief of
naval operations, proposing that
one of the nuclear-powered air-
craft carriers stationed at Norfolk
be moved to Florida. He wants
the ships to be divided between
two ports on the East Coast.

But that proposal won't fly with
the Virginia senators, or with Vir-
ginia Gov. Mark R. Warner, who
criticized the proposal in a letter
to John Warner on Tuesday.

quire the Navy to keep a fleet of
12 carriers. However, Warner
also is pressing the Pentagon for
more answers about its plan.

During lunch with Defense Sec-
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld and a
few other lawmakers on Monday,
Warner expressed his concerns
about reducing the fleet. Then
late Tuesday, he issued a state-
ment saying he planned to ques-
tion closely the Navy chief of oper-
ations this week on the impact de-
commissioning a carrier would
have on national security.

The second-ranking Republi-
can on the committee, Sen. John
McCain of Arizona, also is choos-
ing his words carefully on the
issue, despite his reputation as a
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likely candid is the Navy’s third
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N. Korea makes claim to nukes

Nation says it
won’t engage
in 6-way talks

BY BURT HERMAN
The Associated Press

SEOUL — North Korea boasted
publicly for the first time Thurs-
day that it has nuclear weapons
and said it will stay away from dis-
armament talks, dramatically rais-
ing the stakes in the two-year-old
nuclear dispute despite softened
rhetoric from the United States
aimed at luring the communist na-
tion back to the negotiating table.

North Korea’s pronouncement
posed a grave challenge to Presi-
dent Bush, who started his second
term with a vow to end North Ko-
rea’s nuclear program through
six-nation talks.

“We .. have manufactured
nukes for self-defense to cope with
the Bush administration’s
ever-more undisguised policy to
isolate and stifle the [North],” the

orth Korean Foreign Ministry
said in a statement in English car-
ried by the state-run Korean Cen-
tral News Agency.

AP

North Korea's spe l nuclear fuel rods, kept in a cooling pond, are seen

at the nuclear faci

s in Yongbyon, North Korea, in this 1996 photo.

North Korea on Thursday announced publicly for the first time that it
has nuclear weapons, and rejected disarmament talks.

The United States and South
Korea, the North's main rivals,

jously, U.S. iators said
North Korean officials claimed in
private talks that they had nuclear
weapons and might test one.

The North’s U.N. envoy also said
last year the country had “weap-
onized” plutonium from its pool of
8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods.

But Thursday’s statement was
the first claim directly from North
Korea’s state media that it has a nu-
clear weapon, confirming the wide-
ly held beliefs of international ex-
perts that the country already has
one or two atomic bombs. North
Korea is not known to have per-
formed any nuclear tests and
kicked out U.N. inspectors in 2002,
s0 there is no way to verify its
claims.

the revelation and
urged the North to return to the
six-nation disarmament talks that
began in 2003 and also include
China, Japan and Russia.

Analysts suggested the move
may be one of the impoverished
state’s negotiating tactics aimed at
getting more compensation in ex-
change for giving up its nuclear as-
pirations.

In a clear overture to North
Korea to help foster the nuclear
talks, Bush refrained from direct
criticism of the country in last
week’s State of the Union address.

He mentioned the North only in
a single sentence, saying Washing-
ton was “working closely with gov-

World urges Pyongyang
back to nuclear talks

BY JOSEPH COLEMAN
The Associated Press

TOKYO — North Korea’s state-
ment Thursday that it had nucle-
ar weapons and would boycott
talks on its atomic programs was
seen as a possible negotiating
gambit, and governments urged
it to return to the bargaining
table.

Japan, one of the six nations
that have met three times since
2003 to try to convince North
Korea to give up its nuclear ambi-
tions, said it was not immediately
alarmed, since the aim was un-
clear.

North Korea announced for the
first time through its state-run
media that it has nuclear weap-
ons, and rejected moves to restart
disarmament talks, saying it
needs to defend against an in-
creasingly hostile United States.

The International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency, whose inspectors
were Kicked out of North Korea
in 2002, said the country re-
mained its “single highest priori-
ty.”

Some blamed the widening of
the rift between North Korea and
the United States on missteps by
both sides.

“Pyongyang’s moves and Wash-
ington’s excessively harsh stance
have thwarted attempts to reach
acompromise,” Konstantin Kosa-
chev, head of the Foreign Affairs
Committee in Russia’s lower
house of parliament, told the In-
terfax news agency.

However, Japan also cautioned
against overreacting.

“They have used this sort of
phrasing every so often,” Chief
Cabinet Secretary Hiroyuki Hoso-
da told reporters. “They dldn 't
say anything particularly new.”

ernments in Asia to convince
North Korea to abandon its nucle-
ar ambitions.”

Bush has previously branded
the North part of an “axis of evil”
that included Iran and Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq.

Washington now must rely on its
allies with more direct influence
over the North — China and South
Korea — to entice North Korea to
negotiate.

“The question now is whether
Washington is able to persuade
and cajole Seoul and Beijing to
bribe and pressure North Korea to
resume the six-party talks,” said
Gary Samore of the London-based
International Institute for Strate-
gic Studies. “The U.S. has absolute-
Iy no influence, except through
other countries.”

Rice warns
North to
avoid global
isolation

The Associated Press

LUXEMBOURG — Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice
said Thursday that North
Korea should return to disar-
mament talks and avoid a path
toward further international
isolation. “The world has given
them a way out and we hope
they will take that way out,”
she said.

Rice’s comments came after
North Korea stated explicitly
that it has nuclear weapons
and said that it needs them as
protection against an increas-
ingly hostile United States.

“The North Koreans have
been told by the president of
the United States that the Unit-
ed States has no intention of at-
tacking or invading North
Korea,” Rice said during a
news conference here with Eu-
ropean Union leaders.

“There is a path for the
North Koreans that would put
them in a more reasonable re-
lationship with the rest of the
world,” she said, referring to
an international disarmament
effort that includes the United
States.

Asked to analyze the think-
ing in Pyongyang, Rice was al-
most dismissive.

“I'm not sure anyone ever
gets very far by trying to sec-
ond-guess the motivation of
the North Korean regime,” she
said.
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Abbas fires top officials

RAMALLAH, West Bank — Re-
acting forcefully Thursday to
Hamas rocket and mortar fire in
Gaza in defiance of a fresh
cease-fire with Israel, Palestinian
leader Mahmoud Abbas fired his
top security commanders and sent
a message to the militants that he
will not tolerate further truce viola-

Among about 20 senior officers
to lose their jobs were the top two
commanders, Brig. Gen. Abdel
Razek Majaidie, chief of public se-
curity, and police chief Saeb
al-Ajed, secunty officials said, a
clear sign as is serious
about enforcmg the two-day-old
truce.

Iran responds to Bush

TEHRAN, Iran — A month
after President Bush wamed that
the United States hasn’t ruled out
military action against Iran, Presi-
dent Mohammed Khatami re-
sponded Thursday that his coun-
try would turn into a “scorching
hell” for any possible attackers.

Khatami’s comments, before a
crowd of tens of thousands to
mark the anniversary of the 1979
Islamic Revolution, came amid es-
calating rhetoric between the
United States and Iran. Washing-
ton accuses Tehran of maintain-
ing a nuclear weapons program,
which Iran says is for peaceful
purposes.

From The Associated Press
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Saudi election

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia —
Male voters converged at pollmg
stations in the Riyadh regwn on
Thursday to participate in city
elections, the first time Saudis are
taking part in a vote that largely
conforms to international stan-
dards. Women were banned from
running or voting.

Prince  Mansour bin Miteb,
head of the election commission,
said voter turnout was “very rea-
sonable” shortly before ~polls
closed on Thursday.

IKEA opening stampede

LONDON A man was
stabbed and five other people
were taken to hospital after thou-
sands of customers caused a stam-
pede at the midnight opening of a
new IKEA furniture store in
north London, British authorities
said Thursday,

Some 6,000 people flocked to
the Swedish furniture store,
which had been offering special
bargains including leather sofas
for $84.

Transportation strike

ROME — Travelers in Italy
faced disruptions from strikes
Thursday, with Italian carrier Ali-
talia scrapping about 140 flights

the national rail network
wdmmg of cancellations through

ay.

The four-hour walkout by Alita-
lia workers started at 12:30 p.m.
In a separate protest, railway
workers were scheduled to walk
off their jobs for 24 hours starting
at 9 p.m. (2000GMT) Thursday.

Annan on U.N. role

LONDON — United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan in-
sisted Thursday the international
body had an important role to
play in world affairs, but needed
improvement.

“You see the world does need a
forum for collective decision-mak-
ing and it needs an instrument of
collective action,” said Annan, ad-

Pope leaves hospital after 10 days

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul II left a
Rome hospital in his white popemobile Thurs-
day, 10 days after suffering breathing spasms
that left him bedridden and rekindled debate
about his ability to continue leading the
Roman Catholic Church.

Under heavy security, the 84-year-old pope
was bundled into the vehicle inside a covered
entrance to Rome’s Gemelli Polyclinic to
shield him from the winter chill.

Police sealed off St. Peter’s Square to tour-
ists, and hundreds of cheering Romans lined
the route to the Vatican.

The pontiff waved to the crowds and
blessed the faithful standing along the
2Y>-mile route to the Vatican. His return was
broadcast live on television.

The bulletproof popemobile is equipped

with a hydraulic lift, which makes it easier for
the pontiff, who walks with difficulty, to get
into than a limousine.

Papal spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls
said at midday Thursday that the frail pope
had recovered completely from the breathing
crisis that led to his urgent hospitalization
Feb. 1, and his general condition continued to
improve.

Navarro-Valls said a battery of tests, includ-
ing a CT scan, had ruled out any new illness-
es.

The pope, who also suffers from Parkin-
son’s disease and crippling hip and knee ail-
ments, was rushed by ambulance to Gemelli
two days after coming down with the flu. A
Vatican official said the situation was “seri-
ous, very serious” when he first arrived at the
hospital.

The pope’s return to his apartment in the

Vatican’s Apostolic Palace coincided with the
start of a traditional Lenten period of spiritual
reflection for the pontiff, during which he has
no public ceremonies. The break will give the
pope a chance to regain his strength before
Easter services without having to cancel any-
thing.

“When he gets back to the Vatican he will
look over and decide with his doctors what his
appointments will be,” Navarro-Valls said.

John Paul also planned to send a thank-you
note to the doctors and nurses who attended
him, the spokesman said.

John Paul’s hospitalization forced him to
skip the Ash Wednesday ritual for the first
time in his 26-year papacy.

Doctors at Gemelli never publicly dis-
cussed the pope’s condition, but the Vatican
press office issued its own medical bulletin
every few days tersely describing his contin-
ued improvement.

Britain’s Prince
to wed his lover

The Associated Press

LONDON — Prince Charles an-
nounced Thursday that he will
marry his lover, Camilla Parker
Bowles, putting an official seal on
a romance kindled three decades
ago, which Princess Diana
blamed for the breakdown of her
tempestuous marriage to the heir
to the throne. The announcement
ruled out the possibility that Park-
er Bowles would become queen.

The Prince of Wales and Park-
er Bowles will marry April 8 at
Windsor Castle, said Clarence
House, Charles’ residence.

'hey will be married in a large-
ly private civil ceremony at the
palace, not in a Church of En-
gland service.

Prince William, 22, and Prince
Harry, 20, the sons of Prince
Charles and the late Princess

dressing a London seminar on
U.N. reform.
From The Associated Press
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the fact that
both are di-
vorcees, and
that Parker
Bowles
former hus-
band is still
living. In gen-
eral, the
Church  of
England, the
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lished faith
of the nation, disapproves of re-
marriage of divorced people in
church.

When Charles accedes to the
throne, his wife will instead be
known as the HRH (Her Royal
Highness) Princess ~Consort.
Charles’ decision appeared to be
anod to public opinion, which has
never warmed to Camilla.

Charles, 56, divorced from
Diana in 1996, a year before she
was killed in a Paris car crash.
Camilla, 57, obtained her divorce
from army officer Andrew Park-
er Bowles in 1995.
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Commander Steve Malcolm of the HMS Scott displays a 3-dimensional
model of the Indian Ocean seabed on Wednesay at the United Kingdom
Hydrographic Office. Digital images taken by the British military ship

show the rumpled seabed at the epicenter of the quake that caused the

South Asia tsunami.

Seabed images show
damage from tsunami

BY CHRISTOPHER BODEEN
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
The first images of the seabed
that was rocked by the earth-
quake that triggered Asia’s cata-
strophic tsunami revealed huge
ruptures spanning several miles
along the Indian Ocean’s floor.

The United States, meanwhile,
said it was preparing to more
than double its pledge for tsuna-
mi relief to $950 million.

The images of the seabed were
from a British naval ship collect-
ing data off the coast of Indone-
sia’s Sumatra Island that could be
used to help governments devel-
op a tsunami early warning sys-
tem for the Indian Ocean region.

“There are features which we
would think are something like
the Grand Canyon would look,”
Tim Henstock, a scientist aboard
the HMS Scutt told BBC News.

The images show “slide scars”
more than six miles wide result-
ing from the 9.0 magnitude quake
on Dec. 26, the world’s biggest in
40 years.

President Bush said he would

ask Congress for $950 million —
up from $350 committed for tsu-
nami relief so far — a pledge that
would put the United States atop
the list of donors to the disaster.

Australia has promised $810
million, followed by Germany’s
$660 million, the European Com-
mission’s $624 million and Ja-
pan’s $540 million.

“We will use these resources to
provide assistance and to work
with the affected nations on re-
building vital infrastructure that
re-energizes  economies and
strengthens societies,” Bush said
in a statement.

Meanwhile, the gruesome task
of retrieving the dead in Indone-
sia is unlikely to be finished by
June as earlier expected as corps-
es continue to be found in the rub-
ble, said Yrsa Grune from the In-
ternational Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

Volunteers have been helping a
government-led effort to collect
and bury victims in Aceh.

Indonesian officials have said
they expect the death toll to rise
for weeks by an average of 500 a
day.
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9/11 panel: FAR had many terror warnings

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The US.
Federal Aviation

Agency says it had ‘no specific information’

received repeated warnings in
the months prior to Sept. 11, 2001,
about al-Qaida and its desire to at-
tack airlines, according to a previ-
ously undlsclosed report by the

that i the

warnings al-Qaida’s
training for hijackings and two re-
ports concerned suicide opera-
tions not connected to aviation.
However, none of the warnings
what would happen on

terror attacks.

The report by the Sept. 11 com-
mission that investigated the sui-
cide airliner attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon
detailed 52 such warnings given
to FAA leaders from April to
Sept. 10, 2001, about the radical
Islamic terrorist group and its
leader, Osama bin Laden.

The commission report, writ-
ten last August, said five security

Sept. 11.

FAA  spokeswoman Laura
Brown said the agency received
intelligence from other agencies,
which it passed on to airlines and
airports.

But, she said, “We had no spe-
cific information about means or
methods that would have enabled
us to tailor any countermea-
sures.”

Brown also said the FAA was in

the process of tightening security
at the time of the attacks.

“We were spending $100 mil-
lion a year to deploy explosive de-
tection equipment at the air-
ports,” she said. The agency was
also close to issuing a regulation
that would have set higher stan-
dards for screeners and, for the
first time, give it direct control
over the screening work force.

Al Felzenberg, former spokes-
man for the Sept. 11 commission,
which went out of business last
summer, said the government
had not completed a review of the
120-page report for declassifica-
tion purposes until recently.

The unclassified version, first
reported by The New York
Times, was made available by the
National Archives Thursday.

According to the report:

B Aviation officials were
“lulled into a false sense of securi-
ty” and “intelligence that indicat-
ed areal and growing threat lead-
ing up to Sept. 11 did not stimulate
significant increases in security
procedures.”

W Of the FAA’s 105 daily intelli-
gence summaries between April
1,2001 and Sept. 10, 2001, 52 men-
tioned Osama bin Laden, al
Qaida, or both, “mostly in regard
to overseas threats.”

M It notes that the FAA did not

expand the use of in-flight air
marshals or tighten airport
screening for weapons. It said
FAA officials were more con-
cerned with reducing airline con-
gestion, lessening delays and eas-
ing air carriers’ financial prob-
lems than thwarting a terrorist at-
tack.

W A proposed rule to improve
passenger screening and other se-
curity measures ordered by Con-
gress in 1996 had been held up by
the Office of Management and
Budget and was still not in effect
when the attacks occurred, ac-
cording to the FAA.

W Information in this report
was available to members of the
Sept. 11 commission when they is-
sued their public report last sum-
mer. That report itself contained
criticisms of FAA operations.

AP

A SWAT team leaves a staging area Wednesday in Lake County, Fla., as
officers searched the Ocala National Forest for Jason Lee Wheeler, who
is accused of fatally shooting a deputy and wounding two others.

Police arrest suspect
in deputies’ shooting

BY MIKE SCHNEIDER
The Associated Press

PAISLEY, Fla. — When Sara
Heckerman called authoriti
and said her boyfriend had “al-
most killed” her, she warned
them there might be trouble
when officers arrived.

“My old man has lost it, and he
has  prom-
ised me that
if a cop pulls
into  that
driveway,
there’s going

Heckerman
said in her
call. “He’s a
big boy, so
might

Wheeler

Police say Jason Lee Wheeler,
29, ambushed officers respond”
ing to Heckerman’s complaint,
gunning down one sheriff’s depu-
ty and wounding two others out-
side the couple’s home.

He was captured Wednesday
in the Ocala National Forest after

a daylong search by hundreds of
law enforcement officers.

Wheeler was wounded in a gun-
fight with officers, who captured
him in piney woods six miles
from his home in rural Lake
County, about 30 miles north of
Orlando, officers said.

“We were able to flush him out
of the woods,” Sheriff Chris
Daniels said.

Wheeler had escaped the cou-
ple’s home on a motorcycle,
which was later found ditched,
said Nick Pallitto, a spokesman
for the Lake County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

Deputy Wayne Koester, 33,
died after being taken to a hospi-
tal, Pallitto said. Deputies Tom
MLKdne and Bill Crotty were
treated for non-life-threatening
injuries.

Daniels said he did not know
the nature of Wheeler’s wounds,
but the ex-convict was at an Or-
lando hospital in critical condi-
tion.

According to state records,
Wheeler has been arrested four
times in Florida, mostly for drug

U.S.: Iran war plans are routine

BY ANN SCOTT TYSON
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The US.
military is updating its war plan
for Iran, a senior officer said
Wednesday, but he called the
planning routine and said pres-
sure on Tehran to curb a nuclear
‘weapons program remains a dip-
lomdllc, rather than military ef-

fort.

“We are in that process, that
normal process, of updating our
war plans,” said Lt. Gen. Lance
Smith, deputy commander of U.S.
Central Command, which is re-
sponsible for U.S. forces across
the Mideast, Central Asia and
parts of North Africa. “We try to
keep them current, particularly if
... our region is active,” he said in
response to reporters’ questions
at a Pentagon news conference.

Smith indicated the Iran contin-
gency planning grew out of a
broad, long-range effort to fresh-
en routine plans for countries in
the region, and was not the prod-
uct of a specific or urgent re-
quest.

“I haven’t been called into any
late-night meetings at, you know,
8 o'clock at night, saying, ‘Holy
cow, we got to sit down and go
plan for Iran, ” he said. “I'm not
spending any of my time worry-

ing about the nuclear prolifera-
tion in Iran,” he said, adding that
at this stage diplomatic efforts by
Secretary of State Condoleezza

given Rice during discussions on

Day to day, Smith said, the U.S.
military is focused less on the

Rice are “adequate for our long-range threat of a nuclear
needs.” Iran than on Tehran’s immediate

Smith’s com- efforts to gain po-
ments  came litical - influence

after a week in
which the Bush
administration
has repeatedly
warned Iran to
give up what
the US. con-

&k The Iranians just
need to know
that the free
world is working
together to send

in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, ~ as
well as  the
cross-border

flow of fighters
from Iran that
feed Iraq’s insur-

tends is an ef- gency.
fort to gain nu- ") . Iran  backed
clear weapons. avery clear certain Iraqi can-
At the White S ” didates for the
House, Presi- message ... don’t new National As-
dent Bush em- o 1 sembly to try to
phasized that de velop a gain sway over a
America and  nuclear weapon.9¥ future Iragi gov-
Europe would ernment, he said.
“speak with one Tehran is also
voice” in pres- President Bush lending some
suring  Iran. support for the

“The Iranians just need to know
that the free world is working to-
gether to send a very clear mes-
sage ... don’t develop a nuclear
weapon,” he said during an ap-
pearance Wednesday in the Oval
Office with Polish President Ale-
ksander Kwasniewski. Bush said
he was “pleased” with the re-
sponses European leaders had

radical Shiite cleric Mogqtada
al-Sadr in Iraq, whose militia
staged two bloody uprisings
against the American-led occupa-
tion in several Iraqi cities last
yearhe said.“We have always
been concerned about Iran’s in-
tentions in Iraq, and we have also
had some difficulty following
them,” he said.

crimes, and has served two
! o
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Detailing Bush’s Social Security plan

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush is travel-
ing the country, pushing his plan to add per-
sonal accounts to Social Security. But how
would those accounts really work? To some ex-
tent, much like the 401(k) investments that
many workers have. But Bush leaves out
many details, including important questions
about how far benefits would have to be cut to
secure the program’s long-term finances.

More comprehensive plans developed by
members of Congress and by a commission
Bush appointed give more details, offering a
vision as to what a full program might look
like.

Some questions and answers:

Q: Who is eligible to open the accounts?

A: Under the Bush plan, anyone under age
55 would be eligible.

Those age 55 and up would stay in the exist-

ing program and get benefits promised under
current law.

Q: Will the accounts solve Social Security’s
financial problems?

A: No. The personal accounts do almost
nothing to solve the basic problem Social Secu-
rity faces: It will soon be paying more in annu-
al benefits than it collects annually in payroll
taxes. Benefit cuts or tax increases will be
needed to make the system solvent long-term.

Q: Who would be affected by benefit cuts?

A: All those under 55 — whether or not they
take personal accounts. Supporters hope that
profits from the private accounts will partly
make up the difference.

Q: How would the accounts work, and how
would they differ from today’s system?

A: Social Security today is a pay-as-you-go
system, where workers and their employers
each pay 6.2 percent of an employee’s wages

(up to $90,000 a year) into the Social Security
trust fund.

The taxes pay for benefits to current retir-
ces. Future retirees’ benefits are expected to
be paid for with taxes collected then.

Under the Bush plan, workers could divert
two-thirds of their Social Security taxes into
private accounts that could be invested in
stocks and bonds o help fund their own retire-

Conlnbullons would initially be capped at
$1,000 per year but the cap would rise by $100
ayear. The rest of Social Security taxes would
continue to pay for traditional benefit checks.
When it came time to retire, one’s retirement
income would come from a combination of the
new personal accounts and traditional Social
Security benefits.

Workers also could forgo the private ac-
counts and keep all their taxes in the tradition-
al system, and therefore their government
check would be larger.

Mosque allegedly funded terror fronts
Founder, ex-NBA star Olajuwon, says he was unaware of ties

BY MATT KELLEY
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Basketball
star Hakeem Olajuwon says his
mosque’s donations to groups the
government later determined to
be terrorist fronts were meant to
help the poor, not sponsor terror-
ism.

A Houston mosque that Olaju-
won established and supported
gave more than $80,000 to groups
the government has labeled
fronts for al-Qaida and the Pales-
tinian terrorist group Hamas, ac-

cording to obtained by
The Associated Press.

Olajuwon told the AP he would
not have given money to the
groups had he known of the al-
leged terrorist ties — some of
which had been the subject of
news reports before the contribu-
tions were made.

Olajuwon’s mosque gave the
money before the United States
designated the groups as terrorist

“There is no way you can go
back in time,” Olajuwon said in a
recent telephone interview from
Jordan, where he is studying Ara-
bic. “After the fact, now they have
the list of organizations that are
banned by the government.”

Z 3
Hakeem Olajuwon

A Treasury Department spokes-
woman, Molly Millerwise, de-
clined to discuss Olajuwon’s con-
tributions. She said that “in many
cases, donors are being unwitting-
ly misled by the charities.”

Federal law enforcement offi-
cials said they were not investigat-
ing Olajuwon, a 7-foot center
born in Nigeria who played 17 sea-
sons for the Houston Rockets of
the National Basketball Associa-
tion before retiring in 2002.

Olajuwon, 42, who became a
U.S. citizen in 1993, was known as
“The Dream.” He won the NBA’s

Most Valuable Player award in
1994, when he led the Rockets to
the first of back-to-back champi-
onships.

The Olajuwon-founded Islamic
Da’Wah Center in Houston gave
more than $60,000 in 2000 and
$20,000 in 2002 to the Islamic Af-
rican Relief Agency, the center’s
tax records show. The mosque
gave more than $1 million in dona-
tions during 2000 and about
$291,000 in 2002, the records
show.

The government shut down the
relief agency in October, saying it
gave money and other support to
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida.

All the donations came before
the government designated the
Holy Land Foundation and the Is-
lamic African Relief Agency as
terrorist fronts. Vipul Worah, an
accountant for Olajuwon’s chari-
ties, said U.S. authorities have
never asked about the contribu-
tions.

Olajuwon, who is married with
four daughters, became a Muslim
during his professional career
and was known for playing in key
games while observing
dawn-to-dusk fasting during the
Islamic holy month of Ramadan.
Associated Press writer Pam Easton in
Houston contributed to this report.

Contributions

in question

Tax records show that a Houston
mosque founded and funded by
basketball star Hakeem Olaju-
won gave more than $80,000 to
charities that the U.S. govern-
ment later determined to be
fronts for terrorist organizations.
Olajuwon says he did not know
of any links to terrorism when
the donations were made.

Islamic Da’Wah Center
contributions to charities
the U.S. government says

have links to terrorists
Islamic African Relief

Agency $61,250
in 2000

‘ Holy Land
Foundation

U.S. branch of Islamic African
Relief Agency $20,000
in 2002

SOURCES: Tax returns for Islamic AP
Da'Wah Center; Treasury Department

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — As Valen-
tine’s Day approaches, scientists
have confirmed the lament of
countless love sonnets and ro-
mance novels: People really can
die of a broken heart, and the re-
searchers now think they know
why.

A traumatic breakup, the death
of loved one, or even the shock of
a surprise party can unleash a
flood of stress hormones that can
stun the heart, causing sudden,
life-threatening heart spasm in
otherwise healthy people, they re-
ported Wednesday.

The phenomenon can trigger

what seems like a classic heart at-
tack and can put victims at risk
for potentially severe complica-
tions and even death, the re-
searchers found. With proper
care, however, doctors can mend
the physical aspect of a “broken
hean” and avoid long-term dam-

“When you think about people
who have died of ‘a broken
heart,’ there are probably several
ways that can happen,” said Ilan
Wittstein of the Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine in Baltimore,
whose findings appear in Thurs-
day’s New England Journal of
Medicine. “A broken heart can
Kill you, and this may be one
way.”

No one knows how often it hap-
pens, but the researchers suspect
it’s more frequent than most doc-
tors realize — primarily among
older women — and is usually
mistaken for a traditional heart
attack.

Researchers have known that
stress could trigger heart attacks
in people already prone to them,
and a syndrome resembling a
heart attack in otherwise healthy
people following acute emotional
stress has been reported in
Japan.

But very little was known
about the phenomenon in this
country, and no one had any idea
how it happens.

Study: Broken hearts really can be fatal

The findings underscore the
growing realization that there
are fundamental physiological
differences between men and
women, including how they re-
spond to stress.

“This is why we need to do
more research involving
women,” said cardiologist Debo-
rah Barbour, speaking on behalf
of the American Heart Associa-
tion. “We can't extrapolate a
man’s response to a woman.”

It remains unclear why women
would be more vulnerable, but it
may have something to do with
hormones or how their brains are
wired to their hearts.

Attack saves life

NAPLES, Fla. — A blow to the
head with a beer bottle may have
saved Sally Hampton’s life.

While doctors were examining
her after the barroom attack, they
discovered a brain tumor that
could have killed her.

he tumor was removed, and
Hampton, 64, is fully recovered.

Hampton was attacked July 4
at a bar in Immokalee, a farming
town in southwestern Florida. Ac-
cording to prosecutors, she put
her hand on Fidel Trujillo’s shoul-
der to lead him out of the place
when the bartender wanted to
close up. Trujillo bashed her with
a bottle and kicked her in the
head and body when she fell.

Amnesia hides identity

BOSTON — An amnesia vlcllm
who says his nickname is “Te
but knows nothing else about his
identity has uncovered few clues
in the mystery a month after he
suffered head trauma that appar-
ently triggered his memory loss.
The man, who appears fo be in
his late teens, was found dazed in
a dirty snowbank on a street cor-
ner in the city’s Mattapan section
on Jan. 12 and brought to a hospi
tal for treatment of his head inju-

Ty.
“The last thing I remember is
being thrown out of a car by three
people. T woke up on the street
and there was a lady over me,”
the man told the Boston Herald in
avoice tinged with an accent sug-
gesting a childhood in the Caribbe-

an.

“T just want to have my memo-
ry back. I hope someone is look-
ing for me,” he said.

Pilot accused of threat

BUFFALO, N.Y. — A United
Airlines pilot who also flew for
the National Guard told a woman
that he wanted to crash a plane
into Wall Street because some peo-
ple made “easy money” there,
court documents allege.

Robert Feneziani, 44, of San
Diego, was arrested Wednesday
by FBI agents with the Joint Ter-
rorism Task Force of Western
New York and charged with lying
on a military application for a se-
curity clearance. He pleaded not
guilty and was released on
$10,000 bail.

On an October application for
top security clearance, Feneziani
said he had not been arrested or
involved in civil court actions in
the last seven years, Assistant
US. Attorney Timothy Lynch
said.

Officials later found he was ar-
rested on two misdemeanor charg-
es in San Diego, charges that
were later dropped, and was in-
volved in a civil court matter in
2000.

Ex-priest faces trial

BALTIMORE ~—  Dontee
Stokes’ link to the Rev. Maurice
Blackwell began early. It was
Blackwell who baptized him as a
baby and later made him an altar
boy.

But Stokes says his relationship
with Blackwell changed. He alleg-
es that years of sexual abuse cul-
minated with rape when he was
17, prompting him to shoot Black-
Well m 2002 with a .357 Magnum

an Blackwell faces trial after
being charged with four counts of
sexually abusing Stokes between
1989 and 1992. Jury selection was
scheduled to begin Thursday.
From the Associated Press
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Replacing converter
a civilized decision

Dear Tom and Ray:

I have a ’95 Geo Metro with a 1.0-liter engine and a
five-speed transmission. 1 recently took my car
four-wheeling and broke a few things. OK, OK, I broke a
lot of things — the catalytic converter being one of
them. I have no idea where it is now; it’s just gone. Any-
how, when the converter was there, I got 52 mpg, but
now P'm getting just over 60 mpg! I want to know why
I'm getting better mileage. And would I be evil if I just
never replaced the converter? (I have a straight pipe in
there now, all the way to the back.) The muffler is gone,
t00, s the car sounds like a suffering cow, but the mile-
age is so good that Pm willing to live with that. If 'm
caught doing this, do I get sent !0 Guantanamo Bay?

Click and Clack 1o s,

TOM Steve, Dun
Tom and Ray Magl

plus side, we hear Guantanamo Bay is quite balmy this
time of year.

Y: The reason you get better mileage is because
you've eliminated most of the “back pressure” from your
exhaust system. In addition to protecting us from air pol-
lution (converter) and noise pollution (muffler), those
two devices also restrict your exhaust to a certain de-
gree. And that decreases your mileage. It's the price we
pay for what we call civilization, Steve. You should con-
sider joining it sometime.

TOM: But the back pressure also protects your valves.
Without sufficient back pressure, the hot exhaust will
blow past your engine’s valves so quickly that it'll burn
them up, and eventually you’ll need to replace them.
Let’s do the math.

RAY: You're getting an extra 8 miles per gallon.
Which, over the course of 12,000 miles, saves you about
30 gallons of gas. So, without the converter and muffler,
you save $60 a year.

TOM: A valve job on this car would probably run you
about $600. But don’t forget that while you’re at Guantan-
amo Bay, you won't have to pay rent on your apartment.
Factor that in, too, and then do what you think is best,
Steve.

Got a question about cars? Write to Click and Clack in care of this
newspaper, or e-mail them by visiting the Car Talk section of
cars.com on the World Wide Web. Distributed by King Features
Syndicate Inc.
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Taking resumeé out of joh hunt

Employers finding new ways to get a feel for applicants

BY CAROL KLEIMAN
Chicago Tribune

Résumés are a vital part of the job search, and put-
ting together the perfect portrayal of your skills and
abilities is one of the hardest things job seekers have
to do.

And sorting through them is one of the toughest
tasks employers have.

That’s why one human resource professional has
come up with a dramatic solution to the résumé prob-
lem: Get rid of them in their present form.

“As we look at today’s recruiting demands, the ré-
sumé has not kept pace,” said Joseph P. Murphy, prin-
cipal and vice president of Shaker Consulting Group,
‘a management consulting firm in Cleveland that spe-
cializes in employee selection.

The firm designs programs for companies that
want to automate their recruitment process.

“Résumés contain the wrong type of information,”
said Murphy, who has been in human resources for
25 years. The consultant is on the board of the North-
ern Ohio Human Resource Planning Society and a
member of the work-force staffing and deployment
panel of the Society for Human Resource Manage-
‘ment. He points out that computerized recruitment is
growing daily.

Since 1998, when his company began designing
computerized programs for job applicants that can be

“When you apply for a job online, you have to use
certain key words to show up in search engines, and
the result is that you are measured not for your abili-
ty, but for your word choices,” he said.

And you don’t have an opportunity to point out your
individual value, abilities or achievements.

Murphy knows job seekers agonize and labor end-
lessly over their résumés.

“A lot of soul gets poured into writing them,” he ob-
served.

“Many people get professional help in creating a ré-
sumé, and when they do, the résumé is a reflection of
their coach’s writing skills, not theirs.”

And the nitty-gritty of what will make you a valued
employee is lost in the process.

With online job applications taking over recruit-
ment, Murphy reports that his company has “clients
who do not even see a résumé at the front end but ask
for them at the back end when the job offer is about to
be made.”

Instead of relying on the “outdated paper résumé,”
Murphy says many firms now use a standardized
questionnaire tailored to each job.

The questionnaires are posted on the Internet,
given by phone through an 800 number or filled out
by applicants who are invited to come to the compa-
ny’s offices and use its computer programs on site.

“E jon that way than ré-

scored and , Murphy has e end
of the résumé as we know it.

He recently wrote an article on the subject that ap-
peared on HR.com, a Web site for senior human re-
source professionals.

“We should do away with resumes as a selection cri-
teria or screening tool,” Murphy sai

From the point of view of the job seeker, the consult-
ant says résumés do not allow you to present your
real achievements.

get

sumés would ever glve lhem ” he said.

Other technical programs replacing the résumé
that now are being used to measure skills and person-
alities include a simulated work sample, situational
Jjudgments, biographical data and work styles.

“Because they’re still a stagnant paper document,
and we have so many emerging technological solu-
tions, résumés eventually will disappear,” Murphy
concluded.

EXCHANGE RATES

MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Despite ad-
vances in the workplace, women
are still earning less than men.

In 2003, women working
full-time  year-round
about 76 cents for every $1 male
workers made, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau.

Men earned a median income

ents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

. | | Getting your best salary

W Only seek work for which
you are not qualified.

The key to correct underearn-
ing behaviors and earn more is to
market yourself, Valterra says.

W Instead of volunteering for
everything (and overworking),
pick projects that showcase your
skills

earned

M Seek out opportunities to ex-
pand your skills, such as volun-

while women teering for committee assign-

brought in a median income of

How much you make depends
largely on what you do — and
— at work, writes
Mikelann R. Valterra in her new
book, “Why Women Earn Less.”
Your daily behavior may be pre-
venting you from earning more.

You might be an underearner

you:
M Avoid asking for a raise.

W Give time away, such as
through  excessive, —unrecog-
nized volunteering.

W Fail to market yourself.

n Qunt a job prematurely (be-
fore you’ve found another).

M Stay in a job for too long.

Military rates
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M Overlook your marketable
ki

ments.

W Make yourself more visible
by sharing ideas in meetings or
writing for the company newslet-
ter.

M Ask your boss to help you
prioritize your work. He or she
will be able to see everything
you do (and how hard you work).

W Network. e contacts
both within your company and
wm lalented people in your in-

To fmd out what salary you
should be asking for, visit
http://www.salary.com/.  The
site uses figures from human re-
sources departments to provide
average salaries, bonuses and
benefits. You can search by job
field, position, experience level
and geographic location.
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EUROPEAN FORECA!

Benelux: Cloudy with rain and gusty
winds, Highs in the mid to upper
40s. Saturday lows in the lower 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with rain-
wers. Highs in the lower 50s.
Saturday lows in the mid 30s to
lower 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
with fog overnight. Highs in the
upper 20s to lower 30s. Saturday
lows in the upper teens.

France: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the mid 40s to
mid 50s. Saturday lows in the lower
30s to lower 40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers. Highs in the lower
to mid 40s. Saturday lows in the
lower 30s to lower 40s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers. Highs in the lower
to mid 40s. Saturday lows in the
lower 30s o lower 40s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with snow-
showers. Highs in the mid 30s.
Saturday lows in the lower to mid
20s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the mid 40s to mid 50s. Saturday
lows in the lower 30s to lower 40s.

Southern ltaly: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the lower to mid 50s. Saturday
lows in the lower to mid 40s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy with fog. Highs
in the upper 20s to lower 305,
Saturday lows in the lower to mid

Norway: Cloudy with isolated snow-
showers. Highs in the mid to upper
30s. Saturday lows in the teens.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the mid 50s to mid 60s. Saturday
lows in the lower 30s to lower 40s.
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Turkey: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 30s to upper 40s. Saturday
lows in the lower to mid 30s
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Justice sentenced

BOWLING GREEN

— State Supreme
Court Justice Alice Robie
Resnick stood on the oppo-
site side of the bench, plead-
ing guilty to driving drunk
on her way to Columbus
Jan. 31.

In a municipal court-
room filled with media
from across the state,
Resnick, 65, was
found guilty of
drunken driving and driving out-
side marked lanes by Judge Mark
Reddin.

He sentenced her to three days
in jail or in an alcohol treatment
program. Reddin also ordered her
to pay a $500 fine for the DUI and
a$100 fine for the marked-lane vio-
lation. He suspended her driver’s
license for six months and placed
her on probation for two years.

-

Massive tree damaged

LODGEPOLE — Before a
recent series of unfortunate
events, the Washington Tree was
one of the largest trees on Earth.
The giant sequoia in Sequoia Na-
tional Park was more than 254 feet
high, with a base circumference ex-
ceeding 101 feet.
That put it right behind the Gen.
Sherman Tree, which was almost
275 feet high and more than 102

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

volving two women posing nude on
a fire engine inside a station.

Fire Capt. Al Suarez, 44, was
fired after being accused of orga-
nizing the photo shoot and trying to
cover it up by asking witnesses to
lie or not cooperate. Four other fire-
fighters were suspended without

pay.

The women began the photo
shoot partially clothed, but they
were soon wearing only high heels.
Firefighters taped garbage bags
over the windows, the investiga-
tion found.

Snapshots of the two women,
who were strippers at a Tampa
nude club, have appeared on Inter-
net Web sites. After a six-week in-
igation, the five accused men

feet in e
Gen. Grant Tree, which stood
more than 268 feet, with a circum-
ference exceeding 107 feet.

But the Washington Tree lost its
crown, or top canopy, in a wildfire
16 months ago. Then, heavy
storms whittled the tree down fur-
ther this winter, finally leaving it a
sparsely foliaged fang of wood only
115 feet high.

It’s still too early to tell whether
the most recent damage has sealed
the tree’s fate, said Alexandra Pi-
cavet, a ranger with the park.

“There’s still a little foliage on
it,” she said. “Our scientists can’t
really make a full evaluation of its
condition, because it's about a mile
from the nearest road, and there’s
so much snow on the ground. We'll
have a better sense of how it's
doing when the snow melts.”

Psychedelic chocolate

AMARILLO — Authorities

doubt Cupid had any part in
the 9 pounds of heart-shaped can-
dies discovered during a traffic
stop.

The candies, found Monday by
Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty troopers, tested positive for psilo-
cybin, a psychedelic drug extract-
ed from a mushroom of the same
name.

The estimated value of the faux
Valentine’s Day chocolate was
more than $408,000, DPS officials
said in a news release.

The troopers found the candy in
a plastic bag after stopping a San
Francisco man’s 2005 Toyota Co-
rolla on Interstate 40 about three
miles west of Amarillo.

Craig Allen Moreland, 30, was ar-
rested and taken to the Potter
County Detention Center on drug
charges, the release said.

Information from the Amarillo
Globe-News, http://www.amarillo.
com

Firefighters disciplined

TAMPA — Five firefighters
have been disciplined for
being involved in a photo shoot in-

allegedly confessed.

Fire Chief Dennis Jones said he
was “embarrassed” by the inci-
dent. “T was shocked. I was ap-
palled,” he said. “I hope people
won’t judge the entire department
by these four or five individuals.”

Senator hitches a ride

OMAHA — Sen. Ben Nel-

son had to hitch a ride with
a stranger to his own news confer-
ence after accompanying Presi-
dent Bush on a last-minute ride to
the airport.

The Democratic senator said he
did not know his own staff had sent
a car for him on Friday to Eppley
Airfield, where he accompanied
Bush in the presidential limo.

So Nelson accepted a ride with
White House staffers back to the

Ice claims vehicle

Diver Mike Nalen breaks up the ice
around a hole made by a fisher-
man’s vehicle, which broke through
the ice and sank to the bottom of
Lake Nubanusit in Hancock, N.H.
The tracks from the vehicle’s path
ccan be seen in the background.

™

Qwest Center, where

Bush had spoken
V" about Social Security.
% From there, he was
" stranded and late for his
news conference to offer
, reaction to Bush’s plan.

Nelson said he could not
reach his own staffers, who
were waiting for him S0
blocks away.

Dick Preston saw Nelson out-
side the complex, where he
was going to the annual home
and garden show.

“It was obvious he needed a
ride,” Preston said. “I told him I
had this old Buick and it was ready
togo.”

CHATTANOOGA — Trans-
portation  Commissioner
Jerry Nicely said the state will re-
duce interstate speed limits within
Hamilton County to 55 mph for
trucks and 65 mph for cars, effec-
tive this summer. The move is
aimed at reducing air pollution in
the Chattanooga urban area. Simi-
lar requests are pending from
Memphis, Nashville and Knox-
ville.

Hospital to be built

TULSA — Construction

will begin in September on
a104-bed, five-story children’s hos-
pital. The $56 million hospital is to
be completed in spring 2007. Tt will
include space for medical and sur-
gical procedures and pediatric in-
tensive care services. The pediat-
ric rooms will be larger and have
space for families to stay over-
night, with access to showers, cof-
fee makers, refrigerators and mi-
crowaves.

TN

False mudslide warning

ORTING — Some schools

evacuated and students
headed for high ground when si-
rens went off warning of mud-
slides down the Puyallup River val-
ley off Mount Rainier. It was a
false alarm of the lahar warning
system. Pierce County emergency
officials are trying to determine
what triggered the alarm.

No snow, no race

LACONIA — This week-

end’s World Championship
Sled Dog Derby has been canceled
for lack of snow — notwithstand-
ing the storm in the forecast.

The Lakes Region Sled Dog Club
said Tuesday the 76th derby,
scheduled for Friday through Sun-
day, was canceled because of a
long stretch of balmy tempera-
tures and a lack of snow.

Club officials Jim Lyman and
Russ Armstrong said a snowstorm
forecast for Thursday into Friday
would come too late to shape an ac-
ceptable course.

“We have world-class drivers
here and we have to put out a
world-class trail,” said Lyman,
who said canceling the race gives
competitors time to enter other
races in the Northeast that might
have better conditions.

Lyman said unseasonably warm
weather has led to the cancellation
of races this winter even in Minne-
sota and Wisconsin.

The city’s Winterfest event on
Saturday will be held regardless,
said Deb Oetinger, executive direc-
tor of Laconia Main Street.

Events include a wood-carving
exhibition, a yellow-snow eating
contest and frozen turkey bowling,

Brother, the protector —juetice Sates: 7 il pub e,

6, as they take a shortcut through Glenwood Cemetery in Tupelo, Miss.
The boys always walk home together from school.

Baba nuzzles her newborn baby
in their barn at the Chaffee Zoological

Long-necked love
Gardens in Fresno, Calif.
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o’s up for some Duck, Duck, Goose?

Arow of geese waddle along the side-
walk of West Main Street in Blooms-

burg, Pa. The gaggle crossed West Main twice, stopping traffic, before heading to Barton Street.

Remembering lost pets

Nice ride for a clown

Michelle Burton, organizer of a
memorial service for 79 pet
animals who died in a Jan. 24 fire that destroyed the Chippewa County
Humane Association shelter, lights candles at Golden Funeral Home in
Eau Claire, Wis.

Spirit head

Mindy Olauson, 12, wears flags in
her hair as she waits by the fence
at the Bismarck, N.D., airport,
hoping to take a picture of the
plane carring her uncle and other
members of the North Dakota
National Guard 141st Engineer
Combat Battalion. The 141st
returned from deployment in Iraq.

Joan “Jo-Jo” Patty memorizes the words to “A Bushel and a Peck,” on
her way to deliver a balloon-a-gram in Lake Placid, Fla. Jo-Jo and fellow
clowns from Toby the Clown Foundation Inc. in Lake Placid deliver balloon-a-grams as part of a new clown-
school fund-raising program.

Lawyer suing court

SAN FRANCISCO — As

the U.S. Supreme Court pre-
pares to decide the constitutionali-
1y of displaying the Ten Command-
ments on government property, a
lawyer has sued the 9th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals for apparent-
ly including an image of the com-
mandments in its official seal.

Ryan Donlon spotted an image
of what he believes are the com-
mandments — tablets with 10 inde-
cipherable lines — emblazoned on
the seal on the certificate he re-
ceived in the mail last June when
he was admitted to practice law be-
fore the court.

In his suit, Donlon said the inclu-
sion of the Ten Commandments on
the seal, which is also displayed on
other 9th Circuit documents and in
court buildings, “has no secular
purpose” and violates his right not
to be subjected to government en-
dorsement of religion. He seeks a
court ban on the seal.

MADISON —

might be a form of flattery,

but a little resemblance might be
too much of a good thing.

The state tourism agency may

Imitation

what love is,” said Carrasco, who
has run the post office since 1990.

No change in park air

GATLINBURG — An analy-

sis of air quality data in the
Great Smoky Mountains National
Park shows pollution isn’t getting
worse. However, the 10 years of
data don’t indicate a recovery, said
Jim Renfro, a park air quality spe-
cialist. He said the Smokies still
have severe ozone and acid rain
concerns.

Restaurant charged

‘WAKEFIELD — The Pine

River Steak House was
charged with negligence in two fel-
ony indictments for serving drinks
to two men who killed themselves
and four others in a 100-mph crash
ashort time later. Casey Davis, 24,
and Aaron Parent, 26, left the res-
taurant with Davis driving and col-
lided head-on with a minivan in
Sept. 2001.

Very valuable find

ROTHSCHILD —  Jon

Jazdzewski made a valu-

able discovery while driving out of
town for business.

i loyee of

scrap the jingle for its
new ad campaign because it
sounds too much like a 1995 song
by a British group.

Composer John Tanner has ac-
knowledged similarities, which he
said were unintentional, and of-
fered to write new music, says Jim
Holperin, secretary of the Wiscon-
sin Department of Tourism.

Tanner was paid about $22,000
to compose original music for the
$2.2 million campaign with a slo-
gan of “Wisconsin — Life’s So
Good.”

The Milwaukee-based musician
agreed Monday his music closely
resembled the tune “Alright” by
Supergrass — a band some say is
derivative itself of earlier groups
all the way back to the Rolling
Stones.

“It turns out it was way, way —
even I think now, listening to them
side by side — too close to Super-
grass,” Tanner told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel.

The state has not been contacted
by any representative of Super-
grass, said Jerry Huffman of the
tourism department.

Stamping out love

VALENTINE — Love is get-
ting stamped out in this tiny
West Texas town.

Valentine’s Day cards and let-
ters have been coming to the
town’s adobe-style post office for
weeks as romantics from around
the world send messages to get
stamped with the distinctive post-
mark of Valentine, Texas.

With 7,000 cards already behind
them Monday, Postmaster Maria
Elena Carrasco and her part-time
assistant Leslie Williams were
greeted with a dozen brimmi

52, an
Wausau Supply, was leaving town
around 4 a.m. on Jan. 28 when he
spotted something on the road
near the Rothschild Village Hall.

“I knew it was a money bag, and
I picked it up,” said Jazdzewski, of
Kronenwetter.

More than $850,000 in cash and
checks was inside the locked bag,
according to city officials.

A police officer had set the bag
on the trunk of a squad car and
then was called to an emergency,
Jazdzewski said. The bag apparent-
ly slid off the back of the car when
the officer pulled away.

“Someone that found the bag
‘was very honest. We are planning
on doing something for him,” Roth-
schild Police Chief Bill Schremp
said.

Bus driver charged

NAMPA — A school bus

driver was charged with
drug possession and injuring the
children on her bus after witnesses
said she was driving erratically on
her morning route. Theresa Mahu-
rin, 33, was arraigned Tuesday fol-
lowing her arrest a day earlier. Po-
lice said she failed sobriety tests
and officers found what appeared
to be methamphetamine in her

Officials said the children were
not physically injured but state law
allows the charge of injury to a
child if an adult drives child pas-
sengers while intoxicated.

Both police and the Brown Bus
Co. said they received calls from
people who saw Mahurin taking
turns too abruptly or too slowly,
and not using the bus lights proper-
ly.

Cerhanl 11

baskets of cards and letters left by
the daily delivery truck that trav-
eled 150 miles from El Paso.

They stamped each piece by
hand, and by nightfall, another
truck making the return trip
picked up the cards and letters for
routing to cities coast to coast, bor-
der to border. By Carrasco’s count,
they’ve also gone to 28 countries.

“It reinforces my belief that
there is a lot of love and a lot of peo-
ple do believe in God because that’s

to get
PHILADELPHIA — Offi-
cials announced that Phila-
delphia’s public high schools are
going to get smaller so they can
serve students better. District
chief Paul Vallas says the Philadel-
phia School District should have
66 high schools by 2008, up from
38 in 2002. More than half of the
schools will have 400 students or
fewer.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Ice plays
it nice

Former gangsta rapper

reaches out to youngest
fans with new movie

BY BETSY PICKLE
Scripps Howard News Service

n his early days with N.W.A.

and as a solo rap artist, Ice

Cube recorded controversial

songs that most adults felt
were inappropriate for younger
members of his fan base. He’s
making amends for that now in
his movie career with “Are We
There Yet?”

“This is an attempt to cater to
my youngest fans,” says Cube.

“T've got kids that are fans of
the ‘Friday’ movies and the ‘Bar-
bershop’ movies, which are
Rerated and PG-13, and those
aren’t geared for them.

“Here’s something that’s strict-
ly geared for the kids — not only
kids but really the whole family.
We turned it from a kids’ movie
— that was the concept —
movie that the whole family could
enjoy because it's not so corny
that the parents fall asleep.”

A father of four, 35-year-old
Cube wasn’t worried about pro-
viding entertainment for his own
children, who have seen some of
his R-rated movies.

“I've got the coolest kids,” he
says of his three sons and daugh-
ter. “I don’t really hide too much
from ’em. I just kinda gauge what
age they’re at and figure out how

to explain it to ’em and make sure
they understand it.”

In his new film, Cube plays
Nick, a bachelor who hates kids
but falls for a divorcee (Nia Long)
with a daughter (Aleisha Allen)
and son (Philip Daniel Bolden).
He sets out with the youngsters
on a 300-mile road trip to unite
them with their mom on New
Year’s Eve.

Nick, who owns a sports-collect-
ibles store, has no idea what he’s
letting himself and his brand-new
Lincoln Navigator in for, but
Cube says he’s even fussier about
not letting kids mess with his
prize possessions.

“Nick has a lot more tolerance
than I have,” he says.

That’s not something you ex-
pect to hear from a father.

“That’s why I don’t have to
have that much tolerance, 'cause
I am a father,” Cube says by
phone during a publicity stop in
Atlanta.

“They already know what time
it is with me. I'm fair, but 'm
firm.”

Road trips weren’t a big part of
childhood for Cube, who grew up
in South Central Los Angeles with
three older siblings, a brother
and two sisters. But occasionally
his parents would drive them to
Oakland or Las Vegas.

KEVIN CLARK/Washington Post

The new kid-friendly movie “Are We There Yet?” marks a switch from more adult-oriented fare for rap-
per-turned-actor Ice Cube. The success of his PG-13 rated “Barbershop” movies convinced him to try lighter

fare for the whole family.

Cube, born O’Shea Jackson,
was hooked on movies early and
spent weekends as a kid watching
everything from Bruce Lee’s
swan song, “Game of Death,” to
the musical “Grease.” He began
writing raps in high school and
had formed N.W.A. with Eazy-E
and Dr. Dre before heading to Ari-
zona in 1987 to attend the Phoe-
nix Institute of Technology.

Returning to Los Angeles after
earning a one-year degree, he re-
joined N.W.A. for the break-
through album “Straight Outta
Compton.”

He left the group over conflicts
with management in 1989 and
began his solo career wit
“AmeriKKKa’s Most Wanted.”

Moviegoers first saw him act in
1991’s “Boyz N the Hood.” He
spent most of the 1990s making a
mix of action films and dark dra-
mas — “Trespass,” “The Glass
Shield,” “Higher Learning” and

“Three Kings” among them —
while continuing to record and
guide the careers of other rap art-
ists.

After co-writing and starring in
the 1995 comedy “Fnday” and
writing, directing and acting in
1998’s “The Player’s Club,” Cube
had proved he was serious about
being a filmmaker. His produc-
tion company, Cube Vision, has
produced the two “Friday” se-
quels, the “Barbershop” films,
“All About the Benjamins,” the
upcoming “Beauty Shop” and
“Are We There Yet?”

But Cube wasn’t looking to do a
family film.

“When we signed our deal with
Revolution [Studios], they had a
project that Adam Sandler was
supposed to do but couldn’t do,”
he recalls. “They told me to look
atitand see if my company would
acquire it and tailor-make the
movie for me. So I looked at it, T
read it and I said, ‘OK, I could see
where this can go.

“It was like the perfect timing,
00, because we had just come off
the success of ‘Barbershop 1’ and
“Barbershop 2,” which are PG-13
movies, and they did real well for
us, so we felt the audience was
ready for something like this.”

Cube admits he felt constricted
in a PG movie.

“I'm not trying to turn into
Eddie Murphy, you know?” he
says.
“I don’t want to just do kids”
movies the rest of my career. 'm
a young man, so I'm gonna do a
wide range of things.”

‘While shooting “Are We There
Yet?,” Cube was recruited to star
in the sequel to “XXX,” “XXX:
State of the Union,” taking over
the franchise started by Vin Die-

“For me, it's nothing but career
moves, stepping stones to get to
where I want to be in Holly-
wood,” he says. His goal is “to be
the biggest and the best.”

Salsa star in hot water

Venezuelan salsa star Oscar D’Leon was
arrested and jailed when he tried to leave
Colombia after failing to perform at a
scheduled concert, officials said.

D’Leon, known as the “Devil of Salsa,”
was detained Monday at the airport in Bar-
ranquilla, 435 miles north of Bogota, as he
prepared to return to Venezuela, police
said.

Concert organizers had filed a complaint
against D’Leon, saying his failure to ap-
pear at the concert Friday caused a distur-
bance as disappointed fans destroyed
chairs and other objects. It is illegal in Co-
lombia for anyone with legal proceedings
against him or her to leave the country.

D’Lenn who was on the marquee to play

told local Caracol radio Tuesday he backed
out because organizers refused to pay an
advance fee. But concert organizer Grego-
rio Rico said an advance payment was
made to the salsa star.

Recipes you'd kill to have

James Gandolfini has a recipe for osso
buco he’s eager to share. And Edie Falco
can’t wait for you to try her fettuccine alfre-

do. Otherwise, the “Sopranos” stars sug-
gest you “Shut Up and Eat!” — the title of a
cookbook coming this fall from Berkley
Publishing Group.

Numerous other Italian-Americans con-
tributed to the cookbook, including Lor-
raine Bracco, Chazz Palminteri and
Danny Aiello, who
wrote the foreword.
The featured writer
is another “Sopra-
performer,
Tony Lip, whose
many films include
“Goodfellas”  and
“Donnie Brasco.”

“When Tony Lip
starts writing about
Italian food, growing
up in the Bronx and
his life in the movies,
you can'’t stop read-
ing,” Denise Silves-
tro, Berkley’s executive editor, said Tues-
day.

“All of the aromas of the meals he de-
scribes and the memories he shares come
wafting off the page like you're sitting in
his dining room listening to him talk. His
friends’ recipes and colorful tales have the
same effect.”

Gandolfini

Phillips and wife to divorce

The wife of actor Lou Diamond Phillips
has filed for divorce, according to court pa-

Phllllps 42, and Kelly Phillips were mar-
ried in April 1994 and separated Jan. 27, ac-
cording to a petition filed in Los Angeles
County Superior Court.

Kelly Phillips is seeking joint legal custo-
dy of the couple’s three daughters, but re-
questing they live with her. The two have
7-year-old twins and a 5-year-old.

Phillips has starred in dozens of TV
shows and films, including “La Bamba,”
“Stand and Deliver” and “Young Guns.”

Van Gogh to stay with Taylor

A Los Angeles judge dismissed a lawsuit
by four descendants of a German woman
who had sought to recover a valuable Vin-
cent van Gogh painting from actress Eliza-
beth Taylor.

Taylor failed to review the ownership his-
tory of “View of the Asylum of Saint-
Remy” before acquiring it more than 40
years ago, the descendants of the late Mar-
garete Mauthner claimed in a lawsuit last
July.

The family asked for restitution and the

Lou Diamond Phillips and Kelly Phillips

painting, which has been appraised be-
tween $10 million and $15 million, contend-
ing a sales brochure had warned it was like-
ly confiscated by the Nazis.

In a Feb. 2 order, U.S. District Judge
Gary Klausner ruled that a state law only
permitted the plaintiffs to sue in the three
years after property was taken. Another
state law that froze the statute of limita-
tions until the property was located didn’t
apply, the judge said.

In a statement issued after her lawsuit
was filed, Taylor said she hadn’t seen infor-
‘mation suggesting the painting had been in
Nazi possession.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Muslims’ reaction ‘paranoid’

“Mattis’ words upset Islamic group” (ar-
ticle, Feb. 5, Europe edition; “Islamic
group upset over Mattis remarks” Mideast
edition), about the outrage on the part of
the Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions over comments made by Marine Lt.
Gen. James Mattis, is indicative of why
Muslims are misunderstood in the West-
ern world.

T'll be the first to admit that the general
evidently failed to “engage brain before
starting mouth,” an often-unforgivable of-
fense in modern politically correct Ameri-
ca, but his comments were directed at a
group of female-abusing thugs who used
to control Afghanistan.

Apparently in the eyes of CAIR, the fact
that these thugs also paid lip service to the
religion Islam (they certainly could not
have been true and behave

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211
Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

the general’s candid and
outspoken statements were given within a
certain context, relating to his military ex-
perience in Afghanistan and Iraq. It ap-
pears to me that he was too blunt and bom-
bastic under the circumstances and, as
such, displayed no appreciation for reli-
gious and cultural sensitivity in the matter
of shooting other people, however despica-
ble the latter may be. I, at times, have felt
like doing to the Taliban what the general
articulated, by virtue of the atrocities com-
mitted against civilians.

At the same time, I think certain Muslim
advocacy groups are making a mountain
out of the general’s molehill comments.
Where were they when the ethnic Afghans
were slaughtering each other, including
women and children, without rhyme or
reason?

T also think the U.S. military establish-
ment has failed in its response to manage

as they did) confers some kind of immuni-
ty on them.

Tslamic law prescribes the death penal-
ty for a disturbingly large variety of offens-
es. Shouldn’t that law apply to Muslims as
well?

As long repre-

prophet Muhammad should clean their
own house before criticizing others.

Paul G. Liebeck

Bamberg, Germany

sentatives Of Islam continue to react in a
paranoid fashion to the slightest criticism
of their members, and as long as they con-
tinue to either ignore, defend or subsidize
the terrorist actions of so-called Muslims,
they will have trouble being taken serious-
ly when they pontificate about the value of
human life.

Tolerance is a two-way street. True prac-
titioners of the religion founded by the

A in out of a molel

First and foremost, I fully support the
US. doctrine of free speech, enshrined in
the First Amendment, for all: laymen and
the military. I support Lt. Gen. James Mat-
tis’ right to speak his mind on any matter,
except that which could place others at
risk, such as other members of the mili-
tary on duty in various parts of the Muslim
world and elsewhere.

the general’s bravado. The Ma-
rine hierarchy should tell Mattis that his
free-speech privilege can degenerate into
avery nasty pmblem for the already-dam-
aged image of the U.S. military abroad.
And the “apology” issued by the Marine
Corps commandant, Gen. Mike Hagee,
was feeble and inadequate and appeared
more an endorsement than a reprimand.
This compounds the hurt caused by Mat-
tis’ original comments.

1 think everyone should stop shouting
and bring this unfortunate incident to an
agreeable conclusion: Let’s not romanti-
cize killing other people and let’s stop
pointing fingers. Hey, can we all get along?

Kazim Yusuff
Washington

KBR needs some healthy

BY G. JEFFERSON PRICE III
arely noticed in the commotion
surrounding  President Bush’s
State of the Union speech last
week was a story prominently dis-

played in one of the president’s favorite
newspapers, The Wall Street Journal.

‘While Bush was preparing to proclaim
the wonders of a “free” Iraq, the story re-
vealed there’s no free lunch in Iraq. Specifi-
cally, the Journal reported, KBR, the unit of
Dick Cheney’s alma mater, Halliburton,
that has the contract to feed, house and
bathe U.S. troops in Iraq, has come in with a
$10 billion estimate for the coming year.

Ten billion dollars is a lot of money. It
works out to about $67,000 a year per man
and woman in the military being served by
KBR, assuming we keep 150,000 troops in
Iraq, which we won't. Put another way, it’s
$182.64 a day. Ten billion dollars also is at
least $4 billion more than the Pentagon has
budgeted for the services provided by KBR.
The gap could be as much as $7.4 billion.

The Journal story appeared about the
same time as an audit of Iraqi reconstruc-
tion funds found that nearly $9 billion was
distributed with “less than adequate con-
trols” by the former Coalition Provisional

Dooneshury

HEY-YOUMUST BE THE.
NEW SERVER. TMNEWT..
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Authority headed by Paul Bremer. Read
that, no one’s sure where all the money
went.

One thing’s for sure, it didn’t go to Iraqi
contractors, because they were not included
in the sweetheart deals like the ones given
to Halliburton and KBR.

Before going any further, I should say
that T believe our troops in Traq and else-
where should be fed as generously and
housed as comfortably as possible. The
troops face enough danger as it is without
making them venture into harm’s way on an
empty stomach or without enough sleep.

But an_opportunity exists to get them
some really good food and to send some
business to Iraqi contractors probably at a
cost far less than what KBR is charging.
Here’s a proposal that actually might have a
collateral advantage because people who
eat the same food tend to get along better
than people who don’t.

In the eight years I spent as a correspon-
dent in the Middle East, I acquired a pas-
sion for Middle Eastern food. The Lebanese
are the best at making it, but certainly the
Iraqis know how to make it, too.

There is nothing like a Middle Eastern
mezze, a feast that features all sorts of deli-
cacies such as hummus, baba ghanouj, glori-

competition

ous salads, pickled little things, olives,
stuffed grape leaves, great chunks of lamb
marinated and grilled and served on beds of
steaming rice, or shish taouk, spicy grilled
chicken served with a heavy garlic sauce.

1 don’t know what KBR is serving in Iraq,
but if it’s anything like the U.S. Marines in
Lebanon were getting, I'd bet a great num-
ber of our soldiers at the front would love a
good mezze, all the more if it's washed down
with some good Arak, the anise and grape
seed drink favored by people of the Middle

st.

The collateral advantage of this idea
would be that thousands of Iragis could be
employed in the preparation of this food for
U.S. troops. If they need some Lebanese to
help them, they can fetch them across the
Syrian border. Moreover, these food prepar-
ers would buy their goods from Iragi farm-
ers and herders. A few billion dollars’ worth
of commerce thrown to them could only ad-
vance cordiality and friendship. ..

Security would be a concern, of course.
We don’t want our troops to be poisoned by
insurgent food preparers. Someone would
have to taste the food before it was served.
Let that one be a no-bid contract.

G. Jefferson Price Il is former editor of The
(Baltimore) Sun’s Perspective section, in which
this column first appeare

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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totalitarian rule — the recent elec-

New Iraq gives women something to cling to

ranscending a vast and

bitter ocean of cultural

differences, the daughter

who lost a father em-
braced the mother who lost a son.
As the crying
women went
to part, the
dog tag of Ma-
rine Sgt.
Byron Nor-
wood
wouldn’t let
them. It
caught  in
cloth-
ing, as if
some greater
power want-
ed the mo-
ment to linger and permeate our
nation’s war-weary soul.

A Hollywood director couldn’t
have staged a more inspirational
and, paradoxically, heartbreaking
symbol of the blood two nations
have spilled in freedom’s name.
The hug received the longest stand-
ing ovation at President Bush’s
State of the Union address.

It stands as a good omen for
Iraq’s potential to emerge from
U.S. occupation into a self-defining
democracy in which women not
only vote but also can hold office
and participate in every aspect of
that nation’s civic life. In a country
like Iraq — wracked by decades of

Myriam Marquez

tions to pick members of the Tran-
sitional National Assembly signal a
powerful turning point.

Bush noted that Safia Taleb
al-Suhail, the leader of the Iraqi
Women's Political Council, having
suffered the assassination of her fa-
ther by Saddam Hussein's goons
11 years ago, had now proudly
voted in Iraq’s elections to pick as-
sembly members who will draft
the new constitution. Janet Nor-
wood, who sat behind the Iragi
woman, paid a heavy price to
make that election possible. Her
son was killed Nov. 13, fighting in-
surgents in Sunni-dominated Fallu-

jah.

No one understands better the
tyranny of the “majority” than
women everywhere. It is a shared
history, one that denied women the
right to vote in America until 1920
and still blocks women from that
basic right in “progressive” coun-
tries such as where
women doctors save lives but can’t
fully participate in choosing their
leaders.

How ever we may feel about the
Bush administration’s botched-up
reasons for going to war in Iraq,
there should be unanimity among
women of all creeds in supporting
elections there. Because it is Iraq’s
women who not only stand to gain
the most, but they may well be the

last, best hope the world has for
Iraq to become a transparent de-
mocracy, one that respects the dif-
ferent ethnic groups and religious
beliefs that Iraq’s diverse popula-
tions espouse. As Iraq goes, so will
much of the Middle East.

This wouldn’t be the first time
that Iraq has granted equal rights
for women despite religious objec-
tions by those who want Islamic
Law, or Sharia, to reign supreme
in civic life. In 1959, Iraq decreed
equal inheritance rights for men
and women, for instance — a law
Saddam’s Baath Party abolished in
1963. Sunnis got all the privileges
under Saddam, and Shiites, who
are the majority, suffered his
wrath, as did the Kurds in north-
ern Iraq.

The Fedayeen Saddam, the para-
military group run by Saddam’s sa-
distic son Udai, beheaded more
than 200 Iragi women. (May he
rest in hell) More than 4,000
women, according to the United
Nations, were killed, many stoned
to death, for “tarnishing family
honor.”

When the U.S.-appointed Gov-
erning Council in Iraq was negour
ating last year the

Janet Norwood, right, hugs Safia Taleb al-Suhail during the State of the

Union address Feb. 2 in Washington.

male.

Resolution 137 would have de-
nied women basic civil rights. It
was a defining moment for Iragi
women.

H.E. Nesreen Berwari, minister
of municipalities and public works
and one of only six women among
30 Cabinet posts in Iraq’s interim
government, calls the resolution “a
blessing in disguise. Its passage
motivated Iragi meen to organize

Holding elcctions for 4 transitional
government, the Shiite majority
moved to have Sharia govern per-
sonal life and family law. No sur-
prise — the council was entirely

and

represent lhemaelve: " she noted

last year during a U.S. visit.
Women came together — Shi-

ites, Sunnis, Kurds, Christians, As-

syrians, Turkmen — to have the

Both women lost loved ones in Iraq.

council retract Resolution 137 and
then pushed for women to get seats
in the transitional government.

Some men walked out in disgust,
but the women prevailed. The
council set a goal (not a quota) of
having women elected to at least
25 percent of the seats in the transi-
tional government. We'll know
soon if the goal was met, but hope-
ful Iragi women certainly had
their say on Election Day.

Safia Taleb al-Suhail and Janet
Norwood’s embrace was a bitter-
sweet reminder that freedom’s
best friend everywhere is an
ever-hopeful heart.

Myriam Marquez is an editorial page
columnist for The Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel.

Bush budget reflects a fighting force in transition

resident Bush has presented what
— barring shooting wars with Iran,
Syria or North Korea — almost cer-
tainly will be the largest defense
budget of his presidency. It calls for spend-

Jack Kelly

ing $419 billion, 4.8 per-
cent more than last year,
41 percent more than
his first budget proposal
in 2001.

The budget doesn’t in-
clude the costs of mili-
tary operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan, which
will be covered in an $80
billion supplemental ap-
propriation later
year.

When the supplemen-
tal is added to the presi-
dent’s budget, total defense spending, in in-
flation-adjusted dollars, will be about 15 per-
cent higher than the average for defense
spending during the Cold War, said Steven
Kosiak, an analyst for the Center for Strate-
gic and Budgetary a think

Iy soon to turn sharply south, bitter choices
need to be made.

Retired Marine Col. Robert Work, now a
colleague of Kosiak’s at CSBA, said this
year’s is a “holding budget. It postpones all
‘the hard decisions on procurement to the lat-
ter part of the future year defense plan. We
won't know what they'll be until after the

The Quadrennial Defense Review is an ex-
amination of defense strategy that occurs in
the first year of a presidential term. Normal-
ly, the military services hold most of the
cards in these reviews, because the defense
secretary and his aides customarily are new
at their jobs, so they defer to what the servic-
es say they need, said Work, who was an
aide to the secretary of the Navy during the
last QDR.

But this year, he said, a “perfect storm” is
brewing. Donald Rumsfeld has been
through a QDR before, as has most of his
management team. And the war on terror
has revealed a quite different enemy from

the one the military was planning to fight.
From the end of the Cold War until the insur-
gency in Iraq, military planning has focused
on being able to fight two regional conven-
tional conflicts at the same time. The mili-
tary planned to smash the enemy quickly —
chiefly through air power — and then go
home.

But the insurgency in Iraq shows there
are no quick exits in the war on terror, and
today’s enemies are unwilling to concen-
trate in places and ways that make them
easy to smash. Rumsfeld wants to reorient
defense planning and force structure on the
assumptions that an attack on the U.S. home-
land — possibly with nuclear weapons — is
the central threat, and that the global war on
terror is not going to end any time soon.

There are powerful hints of this reorienta-
tion in this year’s budget. It contains $9.5 bil-

contains commandos from the Army, Navy
and Air Force — will grow by 200 civilians
and 1,200 military personnel.

hé Army and Marine Corps are adding
combat units, while the Navy and Air Force
are shedding some sailors and airmen.

Spending for unmanned systems such as
the Predator drone and “transitional” weap-
ons such as the Navy’s Littoral Combat Ship
and the Army’s Future Combat System re-
ceived increases, while traditional Navy
shipbuilding and Air Force aircraft procure-
ment took major hits.

These hits were taken while the defense
budget was growing substantially. There
will be more and deeper cuts when defense
budgets stabilize, or go down. The Pentagon
is about to be transformed into a slaughter-
house for sacred cows. The bleating will be
heard to high heaven.

lion for items pertaining to homeland securi-
ty, items that didn’t appear in the defense
budget at all before Sept. 11.

Special Operations Command — which

Jack Kelly is the national affairs writer for the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Toledo (Ohio)

Blade. A former Marine and Green Beret, he was a
deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force in the
Reagan administration. His column appears weekly
in Stars and Stripes.

tank in Washington, D.C.

Congress almost certainly will approve
both the budget request and the supplemen-
tal this year without much alteration, Kosiak
said. But congressional attitudes will change
in the years to come if President Bush is rea-
sonably successful in capping domestic
spending, and/or concern about budget defi-
cits rises. Almost all the budget cuts made in
the late 1980s and early 1990s were made in
defense, he noted.

Defense spending is higher now in sub-
stantial part because of cuts made during
the Clinton administration. Pentagon lead-
ers are trying not only to fight a war, but to
recoup spending on modern weapons de-
ferred during the Clinton years.

Military leaders customarily make unreal-
istic spending plans, assuming, against all ev-
idence, that they'll get well in the out years.
With congressional and public attitudes like-

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY

itths comc step

lard, to

@@L%L veaders:
To Al OF You WHo
SR YOUT Busy DAY
{0 1AKe A MINUTE...
A

IN 1t




PAGE 24

STARS AND STRIPES

Friday, February 11, 2005

Horoscope

‘The moon enters Aries this mom-
ing, putting a zap and a zing behind
the day’s events. Ambition is on the
rise, as we head into the
weekend hoping to accom-
plish something more than
a little rest and relaxation.
Socializing that also serves
a business purpose will be
especially appealing now
that Mars is transiting
through Capricom.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 11). Reconcilia-
tion rules in the coming
year. Love blooms anew
when an old flame re-ignites
in the next 10 weeks. If you
desire, a reunion is possible. In May,
a client you thought you'd lost
comes back with an offer to consid-
er. By July, a new perspective re-
garding a recurring issue could lead
you to a solution once and for all.
Love signs are Libra and Aries.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). A
harmonious vibe surrounds your
romantic relationship, soothing your
frazzled nerves while firing up the
libido. Reach a compromise with
regard to what to do for fun. True
victory is when both sides feel
they've won.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You strike a fair balance between
work and play as you move through
your day. Keep your goals at the
forefront of your mind. Success is
achieved through perseverance,
scholarly pursuit and basic decency.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). A
newly emerging relationship is
destined to be deeper and more
fulfiling than previous engagements.
If tension arises with a long-term
sweetheart, know that you will work
out any problems. All is well in your
world.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Nothing says “home sweet home”
like soup from scratch, a soak in the
tub, and the company of those you
love. You can have all of that as a
go-with-the-flow vibe sweeps you
blissfully along. No worries.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). People

open up to you easily, confiding their
innermost fears. And why not?

4

Holiday

You're a great listener! A new per-
son in your life demands that you
pay attention to details. Your efforts
will be rewarded tenfold.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're notoriously good at saving
money for a rainy day,
but sometimes, you've
got to cut loose and
spend some dough so
that more of it will come
back to you. Consider it a
karmic law of abundance.
Happy shopping

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Feel the
light slowly moving to-
ward equilibrium. Your
mood should be brighten-
ing as the days grow
longer. Nevertheless, it's
only natural for you to want to hiber-
nate during winter. Friends under-
stand why you haven't been around.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Don't know if you're coming or
going? Try to think like a drop of
water. Whether it frozen solid as
ice, floating on air as steam or i its
natural liquid form, water is infinitely
adaptable. Change is good,

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). One of the most athletic of the
signs, you like to work up a good
sweat. Why not organize a group
sporting event while the stars favor
friendship? Ice skating or hockey
can be great winter fun.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). As Mick Jagger says, “You
can't always get what you want.”
You're such a dynamo at the office
that you're bound to have the occa-
sional setback. Just take it in stride.
It will all work out in the end.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Things are zipping along so quickly,
you feel like you're on a rocket ship
to the stars, with all of life’s little
problems disappearing behind you
like a tiny pinpoint of light. Can you
hear me, Major Tom?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
It's a misconception that fish are
colorblind. The amount of color a
fish can see depends on how much
light is down there in the deep. Get
the full spectrum. Life may be a lot
more vibrant than you think.

Mathis

Creators Syndicate
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Day sleeper shouldn’t be disturbed JUWMISLE

Dear Abby: 1 work a
night-shift job, as does my sister-
in-law, who lives in my home.
People who don’t work nights
cannot seem to understand the
need for us to get our sleep dur-
ing the day. They frequently call
at noon, wondering why
we’re not up yet.

These people need to
know that noon is just
like midnight for people
who work the day shift.
Many nights I go to work
on less than four hours of
sleep, mainly because if
people can't reach me on
the house phone, they’ll
call my cell phone, which
is the emergency number
for my husband and kids.

My answering ma-
chine clearly states that T
“work nights and sleep days, so
please leave a message and I'll
return the call.”

Your column is widely read,
and I'm certain that a good num-
ber of other night-shift workers
would appreciate it if you could
spread the word: Those of us

Dear Abby

who work nights need the same
amount of sleep that people who
work days do.
— Sleepless in Missouri

Dear Sleepless: I'm pleased to
help spread the word. For callers
to bypass your answering ma-
chine and use your cell phone
number is rude, incon-
siderate, and could
endanger your health.
In the interests of
self-preservation,
change your cell phone
number, and instruct
your husband and kids
not to disclose it to
anyone.

Dear Abby: 1am
the happily married
mother of 1-year-old
and 2-year-old boys;
“Jonathan” is the older and
“Kevin” is my baby. Because my
elderly parents live close by, we
make sure they see our children
often. Also, I make time every
morning to talk to my mother.

It has become clear to my
husband and me that Mom fa-

vors Jonathan. When Kevin was
an infant, Mom would literally
step over him to get to Jonathan.
Until it caused a rift, she would
“okingly” refer to Kevin as “the
other one.”

I have confronted Mother
more times than I can count.
Most times she denies it; some-
times she says she feels Jonathan
is just “special.” The boys are

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirlon

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letier to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

CUHDY

Oh, he's so cute.

Can we take him
‘home? Please! Pleass!

©2005 Tribune Media
Ad Righs Reserved.

SUGES

ervices, Inc.

still too young to , but
it won’t always be that way. M;
husband’s family is not involved
much in our lives, so mine is
extra-important. How do I deal
with this problem?
— Distressed in Dayton

Dear Distressed: Since reason-
ing with your mother hasn't
helped, it's time to lay down the
law. Tell her either she becomes
a better actress in dealing with
the boys, or you'll be forced to
limit her access to them. And if
she doesn't shape up, act on it.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write

bby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Abuses should be brought to light

ie: 0, q out.”
Dear Annie: several  Annie’s Mailbox "% our children

of our children, along
with other children from
our neighborhood, will be
going back to their regu-
lar day camp this sum-
mer. There is one prob-
lem — “Willie,” the son
of the groundskeeper.

is lad is a
vile-tongued, sadistic
monster who teaches our
kids vulgar language,
tortures animals, steals,
bullies and, in one in-
stance, dumped liquid soap all
over a kid’s gym bag while the
boys were changing clothes. In
short, Willie is filth, and he
learns it from his father.

Because Willie’s father is an
employee, the boy gets to do
activities with the campers.

'hen one camper came home in
tears after Willie’s treatment, we
called the camp director. We
were told Willie is unhappy
because his grandfather (the
only affectionate relative he had)
died recently, and his father hits
him a lot if he gets into trouble.
The director is reluctant to tell
his father to “straighten him

obligated to put up
with this? I don’t under-
stand why this emotion-
ally disturbed little
trash bag has to be
around my children.
And please don't tell
me I should ask my
kids to show Willie love
and kindness, because
my children are not
mental health profes-
sionals.

Can 1 legally force the camp
director to do something? Other
than this one problem, the camp
is a wonderful place. But is it
worth it to send my kids there?

— Unsure

Dear Unsure: You have more
than one issue going on here. If
Willie is being abused by his
father, you have an obligation to
report it to the authorities. If the
camp is not protecting your child
from an abusive campmate, you
should not send your child there,
and the director should know
why. If Willie is torturing ani-
mals, he has some serious psy-
chopathic tendencies and should

be seen by a therapist before he
starts torfuring little children the
same way. Its time to speak up.

Dear Annie: 1 am writing
about the letter from “Ex-Law
Enforcement Civilian in Sacra-
mento, Calif.,” who was bullied
at work by two women. Believe
me, this is not an isolated case.
Our son took his life after many
months of harassment at his
place of employment.

Shortly after his death, another
employee took his life. We later
found out that our son’s death was
the fifth suicide in 25 years for
this company. Although your
writer lost a nice pension, she
escaped with her life intact.
Unfortunately, our son did not.

— A Wisconsinite

Dear Wisconsinite: How horri-
ble for you that this situation
wasn't discovered and rectified
before it was too late.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime

e e-mail your
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century BIvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

reators Syndicate
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Southern California offensive
coordinator Norm Chow, shown
talking with Heisman Trophy-win-
ning quarterback Matt Leinart last
season, was hired Wednesday as
offensive coordinator of the Ten-
nessee Titans. In 32 years as a
college assistant, Chow helped
develop Heisman winner Ty Det-
mer, Jim McMahon and Hall of
Famer Steve Young at BYU and,
most recently Heisman winners
Carson Palmer and Leinhart at
USC. Chow had been hoping for a
college head coaching position
after 32 seasons as an assistant
but there were no offers. So he
jumped to the pros and becomes
another example of how the NFL
is leaving the colleges behind in

STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Jobs Offered 630 Jobs Offered 630
PRI TERRITORY MANAGER

M F/T Territory Manager needed to sell and

Seeking former Non-C : = service Military Retail exchanges in the

Officers in the grades E-5 thru E-7
MOS(s) 63 B/H/SIT

arés. Responaibilitts nclude wiing drders;

tinvlng sales, assist w/store merchandising &

for employment as Quality Assurance | | minging cmployees. Product inclode the

7 : eading brands of prestige fragrances,

Evaluators in the Northern Italy Region. consumer electronics, apparel & giftware. ID

Interested qualified applicants should Cud ' plus, S @ SK (salary
send their resume to email:

negotiable) plus Car Allowance & Expenses.
hbenco@t-online.de

Send resume to shance @mssco.com or call
06134-26709

etwork Systems Manager

Overseas Headquarters secks
technical manager to be
responsible for daily operation of
all computer assets assigned to
the overseas division of Service
Credit Union. Review and
recommend acquisition of new computer and CISCO networking
systems to the Chief Information Officer as well as interaction
with local and international service providers. Systems include
telecommunication equipment, fiber optic and copper modems,
Automated Teller Machines, commercial or proprietary software,
Virtual Private Networks and E-commerce Web sites.

Service
CREDIT UNION

Qualifications: Expertise in LAN/WAN systems, equipment and
concepts; expert in Microsoft Windows NT/XP/2000/2003; expert
with various network protocols; the ability to troubleshoot and
resolve user and system problems. Proficiency in German
language is desired, as is a Bachelor degree in Computer Science,
MCSE, or equivalent practical experience. Must be eligible for
NATO SOFA logistical support.

Contact: Mr. Richard E. Tolle,
Senior Vice President - Overseas Operations
DSN 489-7508 or Civ 0631-351-2002

Thrown for loss

Colleges not keeping up with NFL
in hiring of minority head coaches

he NFL’s gain is college
football’s loss and fur-
ther evidence that the

two are going in different
directions on minority hiring.

Norm Chow, the architect of
the offense that propelled South-
ern California to two straight na-
tional titles, hoped to become col-
lege football’s first Asian-Ameri-
can head coach.

He waited 32 years, mentoring
Heisman Trophy and Hall of
Fame quarterbacks, going from
BYU to North Carolina State to
USC, designing high-scoring of-
fenses everywhere he went.

He earned a national reputa-
tion. His phone number wasn’t a
secret. But precious few calls for
head coaching jobs ever came.

On Wednesday, he stopped
waiting, got out of the college
ranks for at least a while, and
signed on as offensive coordina-
tor for the Tennessee Titans.

The dream to be a head coach
hasn’t faded. Chow called the Ti-
tans job “an opportunity for me
and my family to get to the high-
est level of football.” He down-
played reports of friction with
USC coach Pete Carroll and
spoke of h:s excitement of being
in the NF]

You'd lhmk athletic directors
would have been knocking each
other over to hire a man like
Chow. He worked with Heisman
winner Ty Detmer, recently elect-
ed Hall of Famer Steve Young,
Jim McMahon, Marc Wilson and
Robbie Bosco during 27 years at
Brigham Young. He guided stand-
out quarterback Philip Rivers for
a year at North Carolina State,
then Heisman winners Carson
Palmer and Matt Leinart at USC.

You'd think a man with that
kind of record of success would
have had his pick of schools to be
a head coach.

Youd be wrong.

College football is still largely
run the way it's always been run,
hirings made through the good ol’
boy network. There aren’t many
minorities among athletic direc-
tors and presidents, and they
don’t hire many minority coach-

es.

“College football is going in the
exact opposite direction as the
NFL,” said sports sociologist Rich-
ard Lapchick, who monitors race
and gender issues at Central Flori-
da’s Institute of Diversity and Eth-
ics in Sports.

In the NFL, the number of mi-
nority head coaches has tripled to
six since the ‘Rooney rule’ was
adopted two years ago. Over the
same span, the number of minori-
ty head football coaches at the
117 NCAA Division I-A schools
dropped from five to three.

“It was absolutely shocking to
me,” Lapchick said, “that at the
end of this year, after two consec-
utive national championships and
everybody saying how great a
coach he was, that Norm Chow
didn’t get offered a college head
coaching job. It was very disheart-
ening.”

The day before Chow took the
Titans’ job, New England Patriots
defensive coordinator Romeo
Crennel saw his long wait to be a
head coach end when he was

hired to lead
Steve Wilstein hired, to lead

nel's creden-
tials were
every bit as
impressive as
were Chow’s
in  college.
Crennel, a
year younger
at 57, earned
two  Super
Bowl rings with Bill Parcells in
New York and three with Bill Beli-
chick in New England but never
had the chance to run his own pro-
gram until now.

In becoming Cleveland’s first
full-time black coach, Crennel is
‘more proof that the league’s diver-
sity policy effort is working.

That policy is all about opportu-
nities, not quotas. It’s about open-
ing doors not shutting people out.
It's about giving qualified candi-
dates a chance to succeed or fail
on their own merits.

“My skin color is black, but T
am a head coach,” Crennel said.

“T hope that I possess the quali-
ties that are in a head coach with
the leadership, organization, and
the prioritizing. In many cases, I
have been the only African-. Amer—
ican on a staff or in the neighbor-
hood. The best thing I can do for
other minority candidates is be
successful and a role model.”

Newly elected Hall of Famer
Fritz Pollard was the NFL's first
black coach in the early 1920s.
There wasn’t another until Art
Shell took over the Raiders in
1989. Two years ago, the only
black coaches were the Indianapo-
lis Colts’ Tony Dungy and the
New York Jets’ Herman Ed-
wards.

Commissioner Paul Tagliabue,
responding to pressure inside and
outside the game to hire more mi-
norities, appointed a committee
headed by Pittsburgh owner Dan
Rooney that recommended a poli-
cy requiring all teams with coach-
ing vacancies to interview at least
one minority candidate.

Marvin Lewis was hired by the
Cincinnati Bengals after that sea-
son. Last year, the Chicago Bears
hired Lovie Smith. Dennis Green,
who spent 10 seasons coachmg
the Minnesota Vikings, returned
to the league with the Arizona
Cardinals. Now with Crennel in
Cleveland, and more than a dozen
‘minorities holding offensive or de-
fensive coordinator positions, the
NFL is showing college sports the
path to diversity.

Unlike Tagliabue, NCAA presi-
dent Myles Brand cannot impose
a hiring rule on all the schools.
College presidents have to be will-
ing to exhibit the same commit-
ment to diversity as NFL owners.

“It just shows that if you open
up the process, and if the owners
themselves are involved, there
will be change,” NFL Players
Union president Gene Upshaw
said. “Over the past few years the
change in the NFL has been very
substantial.”

Steve Wilstein is a national sports
columnist for The Associated Press.
Write to him at: swilstein@ap.org
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Friday

am.—College_basketball:
NOrEh Sarolta ot S Wats Forest G0,
N- e basketball:

Gonzaga at Pepperdine (Ic).
pm.—College basketball:
Washington agorequn (did).

Thiel 119, Westminster, Pa. 114, 0T
Ursinus 69, Gettysburg 64
WAt 63, Drexel 59
/ermont 82, Stony Brook 55

West Virginia 67, Providence 65
Wooster 97, Alled|
fork, N.Y. 48, John Jay 43, 0T

York Pa. o7, Catholic a7

tional Pro-Am, second round.

Saturday
AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.—NBA: San Antonio
at New Jersey.
Slmﬂ!, 2 a.m.—NBA: Denver at Cleve-

3 am.—Boxing: Friday Night
AIf (19-0:0) vs. Cassandra Geig-
e 4:0), Super midglews
“AFN-Radio,  a.m.-NBA Seattle at Phoe-

ix.

AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.—NBA: Dallas at Sac-
ramento.

ARt-Sports 9 aum.Boxi ay Night
Fights, Laila i (1 2 oo o
0, Super middlevielants,

p.m.—College basketball:

Notre Dame a Pitfsburg
N 7' pam.~College basketball
W\sconsm at mmms

AFN-Atla 30 pam.-Callege basket-
[OHG S ot Wake Forcan
NSports, § pam-College basketball
R\chmond at Gegrge Washing
%0 pamolege basket-
mcmn:m at Depaul

AN Radio, 10 pm
DSk Mgk Gan o ic QA

ball

College

Alltimes are Central European Time; did in-
dicates delayed broadcast. Al hsnngs are
sublect to change. Visit www.myalt

College basketbal
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday
L, linois (24:0) did not play. Next: vs. No.

20 Wisconsin, Satur
2. North Carolma [ 3) lost to No. 7 buke
ecticut, Sun

71:70, Nex
5 Kaneas 10D beat Kansas Seate 9%,
Next: vs. Colorado,
 Soston Collegé Lzo 15 ald not play. Next:
vs. Rutgers, Wet
5, Ken!ucky us 55°GHd not play. Next: vs.
Georgia, Saf
& Wake Forest (19-3) did not play. Next
v, Nonhcarohnas(ate Thur:
@ (18:2) beat No. 2 North Carolina
e atMar Tand. saturday.
racuse (21- ai’dm ot play: Next: at No.

aturday
& 354) Tost to Memphis 85-65.
NEKES. soum Florida, Saturday.
10, Oldahoma State’ (i8:3) id not play.
Next:at ToaTAGH Sat
1 Washington (19-3) 01 ot play. Next:
at Gregan Horaio
19" Rizona (19-9 did not play. Next: at
ifornia, Thursday

urday.
2 A7) did ot play. Next: at

Pe]pé:emme, rsday.
Btah (20°3) did ot play. Next vs. Colo-
rad state,Saturday.

Oklahoma ar- %) did not play. Next: at
M\ssuun Saturday

Ala b
o) Satiraay
N Pmsbur h(ls iy dldnot play. Next: vs.
Notre Dam ;
16 conneckvcm e did not play. Next:
30, Wsconsin (16:5) eat lowa 72-69. Nexts
at o, iinos,saturday,
17-5) did not play. Next: vs.

eat Tennessee 72-54.

Xavier, Thursday

22, Villanova {14757 did not play. Next: vs.
No_8 Syracuse, Saturday.

23, Texas (15-7) did not play. Next: vs. Kan-
sas State, Saturday.

24 Pacific (18:2) did not play. Next: at
Idaho, Thursday.

35, Texas Teth (15:5) beat Baylor 83-67.
Next: at lowa State, Saturday.

Wednesday’s men’s scores

AST
Baruch o4, Hunter 67
ethany, W.Va. 89, Wash. & Jefferson 64
Bmghamton 61, Alban;
msburg 72. Ku(z(own 169
oo o, 0
W Post

Conee T o
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i,
ke 71, North Caroli

mory & Henry &7, Washington & Lee 78
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T

Aurora 79, Dominican, Iil. 53
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Indiana Tech 101, Aquinas 91
john Carroll 73, Capital 69

ansds 74, Karisas St 65

ant 51,57, Akror

enyon 76, Hiram 6

ake Fore:

Monmouth, It 87 ol

Murmngswde]é Glar QI &8,
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. llinois 65, Cent. Michigan

tefn 55, Minnesot

eSkern, o o6 Bakota Weslyn 59
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oo I RR ot Wosleyan 74
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h

Wizconze
Wikkonbeng 76, Earlham S

Arkansas 62, Geort

Texas Ak gﬂpms Christi 103, Wiley 64
Texas Tech 83, Baylor
Texas-San Antor onio 79 Jexas-Arlington 72

San lego 69, San Franciseo 61
UNLV 74, Missouri

AP Women’s Top 25 fared
Wednesday
1. LSU (21-1) did not D\a‘L Next: vs. No. 5
Tennessee, Thursday
2. Ohio State (éz 2‘; did not play. Next:
ur:
3. Duke (22- Zr)‘ d\g not play. Next: at No. 19

s
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Maryland, Sur
) did not play. Next: at Cali-
fornia, Fr

Friday.
<& Tennessee (183 did ot play. Next: at
(0. 1LSU, Thur
Notre Bame(21.3) beat Pro
75:57. Next: vs. Georgetown, Saturday.

idence

7.Baylor (183 beat Oklahoma 73-72.Next:

vs;Oldahoma state,
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.
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%

No. 17 Texas,
did not play. Next: at

5. Depaul (19 83 did not play. Next: v.
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at Oklahoma, Sunday.

17! Texas (ia-7) beat Nebraska 83.53. Next
vs. No, 13 Texas Tech, Sun

I8 Ceorgia (18.6) tid not play. Next: vs.
South Carolina, Thursday.
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19. Maryla
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samuose h‘s,! ursday.

1. Vanderbilt (16-5) did not play. Next: vs.

Adirn,

22, Boston. Cu\lege(ls 6) lost to No. 10 Con-
necticut 80-55. Next: at Syracuse, Saturday.

23 North Earohna State (16:5) didnot piay.
Nextiat Georgia Tech, Thur

(zn 2) did not
iroi, Tho

play. Noxt 2t Do
51 Do St 049 Gl ot lay. Next: vs.
indiana, Thursday.

Wednesday’s women’s scores

AST
Baruch 57, Hunter 51
W3, 70, Wash. & fefferson 61

vers
W Post 60, Southampton 53
California, Pa. 63, \nmana‘ Pa.54
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eSales 7
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VRGNSt 1. Vounasown st 51
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World Alpine i i

Open 13

Thursday

At Palais des Sports de Marseille

MSL35100 (i Series)
nt, Series)

e, Harcindoo

Second Rou
o Lopez &) o, vo Karlov-

Crcaﬂa‘ def. Tomas Berdych,

ch Republic,
Van Liobicic’ (xh Croatia, def. Igor An-
dreev, Russia, 6-3, 6
Sebastien De Chauna:‘ France, def. Greg
Rusedski, Britain, walkov
Karol Beck, Slovalda, et Arnaud Clement,
rance, 6-4, 6-4.
Wednesday
Singles

irst Round

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, def. Wang Yeu-tzuoo,
Taiwan, 64, 1°6 (:

Taylor Dent, Ur ed States, def. Julien Ben-
neteau, France, 6-2, 6

Igor, ‘Andreev, RUssia, def. Gael Monfils,
France 6362

ic (8), Croatia, def. Victor Hanes-

cu, Romania. 607

Thursday
Atsanta Caterina Valfurva, italy
Men
iant Slalom
Hermann Maier, Ausma. 2 minutes,
soiit seconds (12605-4:2536)
njamin Rl o 2:5066

55.90-15470)
. Daron Rahives, United States, 2:51.09
(1:34.45-1:26.64)

> Astria,

. @lie” Palander, Finland, 25145
5 Thomas  Grandi, Canada, 25182
1257
sel Tund Svindal, Norway, 2:5199

“é encer, United States, 2:5203
. Rainer ‘Schoenfelder, Austria, 2:52.47
25290

(1336
3 rermk Nyberg,
2:53.00

25307
25321
25335
25361
2:53.93

Sweden,

g Kernen, Switzerland,

jarne Solbakken, Norway,

idier Defago, Switzerland,
-1:25,84)
Marfred  Moelgg, Iy,

Sweden,

Cha” rainer,

9-1:25
. Ryan _ Semple,
52-1:26.41)
, James Cochran, United States, 2:53.98
18-1:26.80)

vl Schlopy, United States, 25406

Gorza,
Rech,

Canada,

It

Slovenia,

France,  2:54.41

:54.47

no Blardone, Italy,

20, Massimil
(1:25.70-1:28.77)

Tennis

Open Gaz de France
Thursday
At Stade Pierre de Coubertin
Purse: SRR Tir 1)
“.:lea: Hard-Indoor
ingles

s
Second Round
Magdalena Maleeva (8), Bulgaria, def. Jele-
03 Jankovic, Serbia and Montenegro; 6-4,

France, def.
4.

Satiana_Golovin, sanda
Manic, Croatia, 6-3, 6

Wednesday

Singles

i
 First found
Marion Bartl France, def. Eleni Daniiic-
ou, Greece, 6-3, 3
Nathalie Dechy (57 France def. Jelena Kos-
tanic, Croatia, 75, 76 (b

Silvia Farina Elia (7) I(a\y. def Virginie Raz-
zano, France.

Serena wh.ams (1), United States, def.
Stephanie Cohen-Aloro, France,

Nada Petrova, RUss a, et Selima Sfar Tu-
nisia, 6-3, 6-3.

Doubl
A Round
Tathiana Garbin, Italy, and Tina Krizan (3),
Slovenia, d
Jelena Jankovic, Serbia- Montenegro, and
Anastasiya Yakimova, Belarus, 6
SN2 Farina Els, iy, and Riarta Marrero
pai
Sverine Ee\trame France,and Eleni Daniil
idou, Greece, walko\
uarierfinals
nabel Medina Gam ues, Spain, and Di-
nara safina (1), R ef. Stephanie Foretz
and Virginie Razzano, France, 6.2, 6-2.

fa A
* (860) 2281175

France,def. Guiller-

mo Coria (1), Argentina, 6

David Nalbandian (2, Argentma def Rain-
erSchuetfer Germany, &

et Franca." Gl Fadek

Stepanck, Czech Repuh\'l_‘c 46,62,6-1.

on

Sjeng Schalken, Neiher\ands, def. Jerome
Haehnel, France,

First Round
Jullen Beneteay. olas  Mahut,
Franee, def. Bominik frbaty. Slovakia, and
Joachir Johansson, Sueden,
i and Michael Liodra,
France, def. Igor’ Andrccv and Nikolay Davy-
denko, Russia, 6:3,

rfinals
KnowleS: “Baamas,
Nes(or(l) Canada, def.

and Daniel

Julian” Knowle, Austria, and Petr Pala,
Czech REDub\lc 6-3,6-4.
SAP Open
dnesq
At HP Pavilion
San Jose,

Purse: $380,000 (nt,Series)

5"‘&.,
tax Wiy @) Bl Yot peter wes-
sel Nethernde, o 633805, 5
Sabinter France) def il Novalc (),
Cze6h Republic 6
e, Béigm, df.Lu en-hsun,

'Roddick (1), United States, def. Paul
Goldstein, United States, 6-3,

'omas Engvist, Sweden, d67 (6) Mardy
Fish, United States, 7-6 (6), 6-1.

econd Roun

Vince Spadea (4), United States, def.
James Blake, United States, 6-3, 6-0.

ommy Haas (3), Germar\y, def. Frank
Dancevic, Canada, 6-]

Buenos Aires

Felix Mantila, Suam, % Marc Loez,
Spain 46,76 ) To G,

Albert def. Guillermo
Canas G, Argentina, € 6.3

Carlos Moya (1) Spain, def. Juan Monaco,
Argentina, 6-

Srans e, A entina. def. Lars

Burgsmuller, Germany, 6-2, 6-0.

Wednesday’s transachnns

AL

merican League

Y ROVALS ASpSed fo.terms

wmh ur Brian L. Hunter on 3 minor Ieague
cuhational League,

yle Farm.

swofth and arf %e b6 named o etral

iovoa, 38 Scott Moore and

9152 "RNGEEs popaersNamed steve
shiffman ice

HINGTO!
erms W OF 1. Davis nd RAS Danny
Rueckel on one-yéar contracts.

ETBALL-Named Ellis Dawson
At Wilans mnson managers Of compens
tive programs,
nal Basketball Asst

ati
nmon SHOCK-AGdeq C ITna Osipova to
the roster.

FOOTBALL
National Football League
ETROIT LIONS—Named Fred Graves wide
receivers coach.
GREEN BAY PACKERS—Signed L8 Shawn
Morgan to a reserve-future contract.
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Signed F8 Tom
Lopienski. Claimed RB Johnathan Reese off
walvers.
NESSEE TITANS—Named Norm Chow
offensive coordinator.

GE.

ASSUMPTION—Announced _the _resigna
tions of Tom Ackerman, me
coach, ar Adam Polle
o S0 St asketbal cosches, efec:
tive at the end of the season.

BALL STA! unced the resignations
AT, Quarie backs coach, an

arian

ach.
med Ben Sirmans

running backs
(ONTANA- Named pete Kaligis offensive
tatkles and tiaht onds cosch
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Wade, Odom lead OT victories

The Associated Press

Dwyane Wade and Lamar
Odom did some of their best work
in overtime.

Wade scored 10 of his 30 points
in the extra period, leading the
Miami Heat to a 116-110 victory
over the New York Knicks on
Wednesday night.

Not far from Madison Square
Garden, Odom capped a fine
all-around performance with four
points and a key assist in over-
time and the Los Angeles Lakers
broke a three-game losing streak
with a 104-103 victory over the
New Jersey Nets.

Wade tied a franchise record
with his 10 overtime points, and
added six assists re-
bounds. He punctuated his stellar
performance with a slick drive
past Stephon Marbury.

Wade dribbled the ball be-
tween his legs three times before
darting around the Knicks point
guard and making a layup.

“He tried to force me to go to
the blg man, so I attacked the big
man,” Wade said. “I think I
scored on that play.”

Indeed he did, giving the Heat
a 10599 lead that the Knicks
couldn’t overcome.

Miami’s victory was its fourth
straight.

“We're a little bit ahead of
schedule,” said Shaquille O’Neal,
who had 16 points and 13 re-
bounds. “It’s still a little to early
to have that feeling. I don’t know
if we're going to be a prime con-
tender or not.”

Marbury led a fourth-quarter
comeback and scored 36 points

)

for the Knicks, who lost for the
17th time in 20 games. New York
finished regulation with a 13-2
run.

Across the river at the Meadow-
lands, Odom had 16 points,
matched a career best with 19 re-
bounds and set up a go-ahead
three-pointer by Caron Butler
with 1:54 to go for the Lakers.

The Nets had no answer for the
6-foot-10 forward.

“We threw everybody we could
at him,” said Jason Kidd, who fin-
ished the game guarding Odom.

Kidd finished with 28 points, 12
rebounds and 12 assists for his
63rd career triple-double, and
Vince Carter scored 27 points on
9-for-23 shooting for New Jersey,
which had won five straight at

Roundup

e.

“This is definitely a big win,”
said Jumaine Jones, who added
20 points. “It stopped the bleed-
ing. It will take us into Detroit
with confidence.”

The Lakers play the Pistons on
Thursday night in a rematch of
last year’s NBA Finals.

Wizards 95, Spurs 87: At
Washington, Antawn Jamison
had a season-high 35 points and
11 rebounds, Gilbert Arenas
scored 24, and the Wizards took
advantage of Tim Duncan’s ab-
sel

nce.

The Wizards won their third
straight and avenged a 101-73
loss at San Antonio three weeks

The loss snapped
ﬁve -game wlnnmg streak for lhe
Spurs.

The Spurs played their second
straight game without Duncan,
who's out with a sprained right
ankle but might return for Fri-
day’s game at New Jersey.

Pacers 94, Bobcats 87: Jer-
maine O'Neal had 29 points and
10 rebounds, and Stephen Jack-
son scored 22 for Indiana, which
has won for just the fourth time in
11 games.

Melvin Ely, starting his fifth
straight game in place of injured
rookie Emeka Okafor, led visiting
Charlotte with 20 points and 17 re-
bounds.

Bucks 110, Raptors 107: At
Toronto, Michael Redd had 29
points, leading Milwaukee over
the troubled Raptors.

Toronto point guard Rafer Al-
ston said he wanted an apology
after being benched for much of
Tuesday’s loss to Cleveland and
that he’s not sure he wants to stay
with the Raptors.

Grizzlies 98, 95:
Dahntay Jones scored a ca-
reer-high 23 points and Stromile
Swift added 17 to lead visiting
Memphis.

Allen Iverson, the league’s lead-
ing scorer, had 16 of his 38 points
from the foul line and 10 assists.

Celtics 94, Clippers 89: At
Boston, Paul Pierce had 25
points, 10 rebounds and nine as-
sists to lift the Celtics.

Elton Brand had 30 points and
10 rebounds for the Clippers.

Timberwolves 98, Nuggets 92:

Lakers forward Lamar Odom drives to the basket past the Nets’ Jason
Collins during the first quarter. Odom led L.A. to an overtime victory.

At Minneapolis, Eddie Griffin
had 10 points, three rebounds and
two blocks playing only the final
10 minutes of the game to help
Minnesota snap a six-game losing
streak.

Kevin Garnett led Minnesota
with 24 points, 11 rebounds and
six assists.

Rockets 105, Bulls 92: At
Houston, Tracy McGrady scored
24 points and Yao Ming added 21
points and 10 rebounds to lead

Houston to its season-high fifth
straight victory.

Chicago got 16 points from
Kirk Hmnch and Tyson Chan-
dler pulled down 20 rebuun s.

Hornets 91, Ti rs 80:
Rookie J.R. Smilh had 19 points
and New Orleans won for just the
ninth time overall and third time
on the road.

New Orleans spoiled anuLher
fine performance by Dam
Stoudamire, who had 30 pomls
for the Blazers.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic

Division

Boston
Philadelphia
New Jersey’

Miami
Washington
Orlando
Charlotte
Atlanta
Cleveland
Betroit
Chicago
indiana
Milwaukee

Western Conference
‘Southwest Division

3
2
2
1
1

CentralDivs
2
2
2

§ Pt GB
San Antonio 391 780 —
allas 16 860 6%
Houston 29 21 580 10
Memphis 29 21 560 10
New Orleans 9 40 184 29%
Northwest Division
31
2 o
2 2%
2 13y
1 8%
i
391 -
32 1 6
%2 2%
LA Clippers 2 2 15%
Golden State 14 35 286 24%
s games

lay"
Milwaukee 110, Tcronloﬁ 07

Q

Houston at Indiana

Miami at Charl

Phl\adc\nmaaﬂomm
Clippers at Washington

New ot Boston

San Antonio at New Jersey

Denver at Cleveland

Portland at Memphis
tNew orieans

Basat sagramento
rday's games
Orlando at Philadelphia

ton at Detroit
Atlanta at Milwaukee

Wednesday
Celtics 94, Clippers 89

LA. CLIPPERS — Simmons 4-8 1-1 10, Brand
2T aman 37006 Ross 25246
Maggette 4-12 13-16 21, Rebra

N 2-4.0-0 6, Mooré 1-2 1-2

0.
Y erce s 125 Lafrentz 610
24416, Blount 710 33 17, Py
DoVt 4 413 erking 2.6

G000 0, Gualiotta 1-4 22 4
Welsch 2507 Wiest0 350 Totals 2674

unBLE-s

W\ ee -Point Goals LA. chpners 412
(Brunson 2-3, Jaric
gette 0-3), Bustnn 4 N (LaFrentz 2 5 Payl n
1 Z s 0-2, West 0-2). Fouled
out Tehounds lirpers %
(Erand 10), Boston 46 (Pierce  10). As-
sists—L.A. Clippers 22 (Brand, Maggette,
Janc szzn 6) Basi

ouls—L. EF'
cals Payton 13,136, (18,624).
Bucks 110, Raptors 107

MILWAUKEE - D.Mason 8:15 -4 18, smith
6 2068

4, K
5% 1otaI542 812127 1
TORONTO - Rose 1021

13»

shaHOSZZ 12 S
0.0, Woods 2-5.

24 29-110

3
<5

u
B Ao 153 ok Fouls N WAl
Toronto 18. Technicals—Toronto Defensive
‘Three Second. A—14,269. (19,800).

Grizzlies 98, 76ers 95

PHIS — Battier 1:62:24 Swilt 51277
e 615780 ! 2 4,

Jones 6-11 8.9 23, Watson 4-7 0-0 8, Cardinal
27227 Miller 250:05, Humphrey 34006,
Weils 5-5.0-0 12 Totals. 2298,

H
483411

lad
Three Point Goals—

Goals—Mem
 Miler 13 Cardl
pmlade\pma & e ko

n 12, Iguodalzn ) led Out—
Rl ou ds_ Memh (Wr\ghw)‘Phl\adel—
phia (Balembert 9. AssistsMemois 22

Niler philadelphia 20 iverson 105 Totat

Fouls—Memphis 27, Philadelphia 19. Techni-
.

Cals—Wells A—14,499. (30.

Wizards 95, Spurs 87

SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 3.7 0-08, Rose 9-14
1315, Nesterovic 7 0:0 8 Ginobil Gl 24
15, Patker&19 4 22, Massenburg 2

y L70:03 Horty 2

i
fnesl:ooz (o wood
244, 4
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1825

San Antonio
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1524
Three-Point _Goals—San _ Antoni
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Fouls—San Antonio 25, Washington 18, Fla-
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Pacers 94, Bohcats 87
HARI.OT\’E - WaHace 0-2 0-0 0, Ely 7 19
6-13 3-4 15, Bog:

120-0 12 HaFlAr‘lﬂ -0 10, Kapon«
Yola\s 34+ 33 13-14
SJackson 7 N 66 ZZ o Ncal

2T6ER Flones 51004 13 dilo- 1nnn Har-
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Charl 17193

i
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N
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7). Total Fouls—Charlotte 17, Indiana 18.
Jechnicals-_Charlotte coach Blckerstaff, In
diana Defensive Three Second, Miller, Indi-
ana coach Carlisle. A—14,719. (18,345).

I.akers 104, Nets 103
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29 24 19 11-103
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Heat 116, Knicks 110
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Wade 1023 10-13 30, 'Doolin
Aoderson 12 %53, Butier
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York % T1i
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Timberwolves 98, Nuggets 92

DENVER — Anthony 8-155-6 21, Martin 7-15
2:3 16, Camby 7-14 1-2 15, Buck knerZSZZL
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Rockets 105, Bulls 92
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tkowski 4-8 0-0 11, Rc\xnznggl-i 00 2,

2By &6 00°6, Bar
L8205,
Chicago’

rett 0-3 0-0 0. Totals
Buz-2

25 29-105
HrGaFoint Goals—Chicago 338 (buhon
&8, Platkowsii 355 Gordon 13, Hinrich 14,

a
icGrady 9). Total Fe

uston 19, Technicals—Howard,  Sura.
RT3, (17 080>

Hornets 91, Trail Blazers 80
NEW ORL ANS—anhann‘rRoers
SMOJBBmwnﬁlg 35 hE 22
19, Dickau 6-12 4- zca sen
Andersen1- 45 5 Nachbar 34 4 13, Totald

Eay
ORTLAND — Patterson 3-6.0-06, Ratliff 3-6
258 vrzymuan 10-00, Stoudamire 10-197-7
30, van \nxonzn indolph 2-80-0 4, Tel-
5515, Miles 510,55 14 Knryapa 34

e Totals 30- o,
19 26 22 2491

20—

Jhree-point Goals—New_ Ori

(Nachbar 3-3, Lynch 12, Roy

Lt i, Jacobsen 035 p""‘?
X

(Smudam\re 70 Total Fouls—New Orleans

18, Technicals—Patterson,
Wies, " Haacloh. ** Haciea—pattercon:
A—13,454. (19,980).



PAGE 32

- STARS AND STRIPES

Friday, February 11, 2005

First-time Pro Bowler Brees
eager to return to Chargers

BY JAYMES SONG
The Associated Press

KAPOLEI, Hawaii — Drew
Brees came to Hawaii four years
ago as a college all-star, looking
to impress NFL teams in the Hula
Bowl.

Brees is back on the islands,
practicing with the league’s best
and preparing for his first appear-
ance in the Pro Bowl. And he’s
looking for respect and a
long-term contract from the San
Diego Chargers.

Less than a year after San
Diego all but gave up on him and
selected Philip Rivers on draft
day, Brees is still basking in the
glow of his superb season and the
Chargers’ AFC West title.

His performance at the end of
his four-year contract earned him
a spot alongside Peyton Manning
and Tom Brady on the AFC roster
for the NFL’s all-star game Sun-
day. It also made him one of the
NFL’s most attractive free agents,
but Brees would rather remain
with the club that didn’t seem
eager to stick with him.

“I want to stay in San Diego, ab-
solutely,” he said. “I want a
long-term deal, because I feel like

I'm the guy. 'm the guy that
needs to be there and lead us to a
championship, so that’s the way I
feel about it.

“The ball is in their court, obvi-
ously, and we'll just see what hap-
pens.”

Brees’ life has changed dramati-
cally in the four years since he
represented Purdue in the Hula
Bowl.

“I got married, had good sea-
sons and bad seasons, battled for
my starting job on two occasions,
been benched a few times,” he
said. “I guess it's been a learning
experience, but it has molded me
into the person and player that I
am now.”

Brees was voted the NFL’s
comeback player of the year after
throwing for 3,159 yards and 27
touchdowns with just seven inter-
ceptions in the regular season. In
the playoffs, he passed for 319
yards and two TDs in the 20-17
overtime loss to the New York
Jets.

“We didn’t accomplish our ulti-
mate goal to win a championship,
but we kind of paved the way for
the future,” he said. “We have a
lot to be pmud of and a lot to be

happy about. We just have to
keep improving.”

Teammate LaDainian Tomlin-
son, making his second Pro Bowl
appearance, also wants Brees to
stay, but the running back said he
has no control over the situation.
Tomlinson and Brees are close
friends, and they planned to spend
much of their free time in Hawaii
together with their families.

“He’s a leader. That sums it up
in one word,” Tomlinson said.
“He’s a good friend and a good
teammate.”

Brees and Tomlinson are San
Diego’s first quarterback-run-
ning back duo to make the Pro
Bowl together since Dan Fouts
and Chuck Muncie in the early
1980s. Tight end Antonio Gates
also made the trip to Hawaii, earn-
ing his first Pro Bowl berth in just
his second NFL season.

“Obviously, with guys like LT
and Gates, I think we built a solid
foundation,” Brees said. “I think
we all see in one another that we
can build something special with
the Chargers. We want to keep
that continuity and keep those fa-
miliar faces around.”

The Chargers might designate

Chargers quarterback Drew Brees plays catch with Patriots quarter-
back Tom Brady during an AFC practice for Sunday’s Pro Bowl.

Brees as their franchise player
this month, giving him a one-year
contract offer worth around $9
million. If Brees signs it, the club
then could trade him or let him
compete for the starting job with
Rivers, who was obtained in a
draft-day trade with the New
York Giants.

Rivers held out for half of train-
ing camp, allowing Brees to keep
the starting job — and Brees used
the challenge to motivate himself
to his best professional season.

And just as he did four years ago
in the Hula Bowl, when many
questioned his future as a 6-foot
NFL quarterback, Brees is prov-
ing he’s one of the best.

“We don't play to prove people
wrong. There is some satisfaction
out of that, but I think it's really
Just.a personal fear of falure,” he

aid. “It’s the feeling that you
Want to be the best Then you Just
fight, fight, fight to try to be that

erson, and you dont worry
about what other people say.”

McNabb denies claims
he was ill in Super Bowl

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

KAPOLEI, Hawaii — Donovan
McNabb has no apologies for his
Super Bowl performance. He
won't allow his teammates to
‘make excuses, either.

The Philadelphia Eagles quar-
terback set everyone straight
after his first practice for the Pro
Bowl on Wednesday. McNabb
said he wasn't ill during the fourth
quarter of the loss to New En-
gland, as center Hank Fraley
claimed earlier this week, and re-
ceiver Freddie Mitchell certainly
didn’t call any plays for him.

The Eagles’ offensive struggles
were caused only by the Patriots
and the tension of a Super Bowl,
not a phantom sickness.

“No, I wasn’t sick and, no, I
didn’t throw up,” McNabb said.
“If people want to use that as an
excuse for why we lost, that’s not
the way it was, but T’ll put it on
my shoulders. I'll take the blame.

. When you're trying to make
every play possible, you have to
dig deep. We were just trying to
give it all we had.”

McNabb raised the subject two
days after Fraley told a Philadel-
phia TV station that his quarter-
back was seriously ill late in the
game last Sunday, forcing Mitch-
ell to help out in the huddle by
calling a play. Mitchell said in an-
other TV interview that he fin-
ished a play call.

McNabb “fought to the end. He
gave it his all,” Fraley said on
Comcast SportsNet. “He could
hardly call the plays — that’s how
exhausted he was trying to give it

his all. If you remember back
when we played Jacksonville two
years ago and he ended up puk-
ing, it was close to that scene. He
exhausted everything he had.”

‘While Fraley apparently meant
to praise his quarterback’s tough-
ness by describing his condition,
McNabb perceived it as an at-
tempt to excuse the Eagles’ per-
formance in the second half. He
was bothered by the endless tele-
vision replays of Fraley’s com-
ments in recent days.

“When I heard about it, I was
kind of upset,” McNabb said.

McNabb and his receivers des-
perately tried to get Philadel-
phia’s offense going, but the quar-
terback added to his history of
struggles in big games. He was
30-for-51 for 357 yards and three
touchdowns, but also threw three
interceptions.

As for Mitchell’s play-calling
claim, McNabb could only laugh
at his gregarious receiver’s boasts.

“No, Freddie didn’t call a play,”
he said. “I get the plays in my hel-
met, so he couldn’t call a play.”

McNabb felt sick during the
week leading up to the Super
Bowl, but he said it wasn’t a seri-
ous illness. He also said he wasn’t
hurt during the game, even on a
hard hit from New England’s Ri-
chard Seymour.

Nine of McNabb’s

Outside looking in

were selected for the NFC squad
in Hawaii, and their mood was
considerably brighter after a
workout for NFC coach Jim Mora.

“It’s just good to have some-
thing to do to forget about the
Super Bowl,” tackle Tra Thomas
said.

Kaiserslautern’s Anisha Ingram, left, applies defensive pressure on Wiesbaden’s Adrienee Woodley dur-
ing a DODDS high school basketball game Tuesday night in Wiesbaden, Germany. Kaiserslautern, led by
Bianca Gerena-Perez's 13 points, defeated Wiesbaden 41-26.

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes
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It’s now or never

Bettman sets weekend deadline for deal or NHL shutdown

BY IRA PODELL
The Associated Press

By this weekend, the NHL will
either have a surprising deal that
saves the hockey season or a dubi-
ous place in history.

The long-awaited deadline is
set. If the league and the union
can’t hammer out a new collec-
tive bargaining agreement in this
last round of talks that started se-
cretly in Toronto on Wednesday,
commissioner Gary Bettman will
pull the plug.

The NHL would then have the
distinction of being the first North
American sports league to lose an
entire season to a labor dispute.

Bettman would rather not have
that mark on his record but cau-
tioned that the right deal is neces-
sary for the NHL to survive.

“This has just been a very diffi-
cult, frustrating process and
again we're sorry we have to go
through it,” he said. “But we had
no choice.”

Bettman and Bill Daly, the
NHL'’s chief legal officer, had din-
ner late Wednesday night with
players’ association executive di-
rector Bob Goodenow and senior
director Ted Saskin but there
were no formal discussions, a
source close to the negotiations
told The Associated Press on con-
dition of anonymity.

The group met again at the
league’s office in Toronto on
Thursday morning.

The lockout reached 1ts 148th
day Thursday. If
reached, Bettman said, Lhere
would be a 28-game regular sea-
son and the 16-team playoff struc-
ture would be preserved.

“It is clear to me that if we're

not working
on a written
document by
this  week-
end, I don’t
see how we
can play any
semblance
of a season,”
Bettman
said. “Obvi-
ously we will
listen to ev-
erything the
union has to say, but we've given
all we can glve and gone as far as
we can go.”

Bettman and Daly visited the
players’ association office in Tor-
onto. The union made it clear that
it wasn't going to initiate new
talks this week, so the league took
anew offer to the players.

It wasn't received well.

“It’s really not whether there’s
a better deal or a worse deal —
it's the right deal, it's the fair
deal,” Goodenow said. “We've al-
ways been focused on those prin-
ciples.”

The NHL handed over what it
called “a compromise proposal.”

It presented the idea that a new
deal be made using the players’
association’s proposal from Dec.
9 that included a luxury-tax sys-
tem and a 24 percent salary roll-
back on existing contracts.

But if any one of four financial
conditions set forth by the league
were exceeded, then the NHL’s
salary-cap offer from last week
would go into effect the following
season. Teams would then be
forced to spend at least $32 mil-
lion on player costs but no more
than $42 million, including bene-
fits.

Bettman

“The NHL delivered a
one-page concept to us which
they tried to suggest represented
a compromise,” Goodenow said.
“The league’s proposal was a
transparent attempt to impose on
our Dec. 9 proposal the effects of
their twice-rejected tri-
ple-cap proposal.”

Goodenow said that one of the
four limits would immediately be
exceeded if this deal was put in
place, and others could be easily
reached.

The union asked Bettman and
Daly to stay in Toronto through
Thursday for negotiating ses-
sions.

Goodenow said they would try
to figure out new ways to get over
the main stumbling block of a sal-
ary cap, but added that the play-
ers’ association won’t hand over a
new proposal Thursday.

‘We'll  have  conversations
abuut these difficult areas and
see if we can’t come up with an
idea, a framework or a mecha-
nism for some common ground,”
Goodenow said. “The prospect
that we’'d be able to conclude an
agreement by the end of the week-
end is very daunting.

“It is possible, but I don’t want
to discuss the levels of probabili-

The lockout has wiped out 824
of the 1,230 regular-season games
through Thursday, as well as this
weekend’s scheduled All-Star
Game, If the season is canceled,
there is no telling when there will
be NHL hockey again.

has been intent on
makmg a deal that provides a link
between league revenues and
player costs. The players’ associa-
tion has steadfastly refused to ac-
cept a salary cap as a solution to
the stalemate.

U.S. wins World Cup soccer qualifier

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad —
Eddie Johnson knows this type of
personal success probably won’t
last.

Johnson scored a goal in his
fourth straight game to put the
United States ahead against Trin-
idad and Tobago, Eddie Lewis
boosted the lead early in the sec-
ond half and Kasey Keller made
some great saves in a 2-1 victory
Wednesday in the opener of the
final round of World Cup qualify-

ng.

“He’s still a little bit inexperi-
enced, but there’s so many good
qualities: size, strength, ability to
take people on, speed, ability to
hold the ball,” U.S. coach Bruce
Arena said of the 20-year-old
Johnson.

“Bruce told me it's only going
to get harder,” Johnson said. “I'm
not going to score a goal in every
game. It was tougher.”

Less than three weeks ago, the
Americans didn’t even know if
they would have their top players
or would send a team of minor
leaguers because of a labor dis-
pute. But an interim settlement
ensured the regulars would be on

the field through 2005, and the
11th-ranked U.S. team imposed
its will on No. 61 Trinidad and To-
bago until tiring in the final min-
utes.

“It’s massive,” Keller said, “es-
pecially with all the drama that’s
gone on around the team. The
guys came together and got a
great victory.”

Until Angus Eve scored in the
89th minute on a cross that went
in off Keller’s hand, the home
team didn’t have much reason to
cheer.

The United States, which plays
its next quahfler at Mexico on
March 27, is 23-0-7 against North
and Central American and Carib-
bean rivals since a September
2001 loss at Costa Rica. The Amer-
icans haven’t lost to a Caribbean
opponent since a 1994 defeat in
Trinidad.

“There were a bunch of rea-
sons why we couldn’t be success-
ful today,” Arena said. “We never
agreed with that. I think the way
our team pulled together over the
last couple of weeks to be ready to
play this game under difficult con-
ditions — travel, field conditions,
the heat, everything else — it
turns out to be a fantastic result.”

In the region’s other qualifiers,
Mexico won 2-1 at Costa Rica as
Juan Lozano scored in the eighth
and ninth minutes and Guatema-
la and Panama played a 0-0 tie in
Panama City.

Ash Wednesday usually is a
beach day in this Caribbean na-
tion, where the Carnival celebra-
tion that ends the previous night
is huge. But the steel and samba
drums_were sounding for the
Soca Warriors in the searing
90-degree heat at the Queen’s
Park Oval, with T&T hoping to
continue the celebration and
exact revenge for the November
1989 loss to the Americans that
denied it a berth in the 1990
World Cup in Italy.

Johnson struck in the 30th
minute, just as Paul Caligiuri did
15 years ago in the famous qualifi-
er at nearby Hasley Crawford Sta-
dium, a game that put the United
Slales in soccer’s top event for the

'st time since 1950.

Coming down the right flank of
the 80-yard-wide field, Steve
Cherunoldo crossed the ball into
the penalty area and Johnson,
with no defenders close on the
near post, headed the ball into the
net from 12 yards out. Goalkeep-
er Neil Shaka Hislop had no
chance.

Daron Rahlves shows the bronze medal he won Thursday in the men’s
giant slalom, his second medal of the world ski championships.

‘Herminator’ wins GS;
Rahlves claims bronze

BY ANDREW DAMPF
The Associated Press

BORMIO, Italy — Hermann
Maier won the giant slalom in the
world ski championships on
Thursday, his first world or Olym-
pic title since nearly losing his
right leg in a motorcycle accident
four years ago.

The Austrian missed the 2002
Olympics after shattering _his
right leg in the August 2001,
crash. He returned for the second
half of the 2002-03 season, and
won his fourth World Cup overall
title last year.

Maier hadn’t won a gold medal,
however, since winning the down-
hill and super-G races in the 1999
worlds at Vail, Colo.

“It's a great feeling for me be-
cause so many things have hap-
pened since this time six years
ago,” Maier said. “All the medals
T've won are important, but this
one has an even more specific
meaning, after my crash being
able to stand back up so to
speak.”

Maier, second after the first
leg, completed two runs down the
Stelvio course in 2 minutes, 50.41
seconds.

Fellow Austrian Benjamin
Raich took the silver with the fast-
est second run, moving up from
seventh after the opening leg. He
finished 0.25 seconds behind for
his third medal of the champion-
ships after taking bronze in
super-G and winning the com-
bined race.

First-run leader Daron Rahlves
of the United States claimed the
bronze, 0.68 back.

Rahlves was the final skier in
the second leg. After seeing the
American’s time, Maier let out a
loud scream in the finish area,
and thrust his arms into the air to-
ward his huge fan club.

“This is a very important victo-
ry for me, especially on this
course which is very, very diffi-
cult,” Maier said. “Daron was
super on the first run and I knew
he had six-tenths of a second, so I

had to be very good on my second
run.”

After the race’s 24-hour post-
ponement due to a strike by Ital-
ian TV workers, most of Maier’s
supporters paid an extra day’s
hotel bill to see him ski.

“The Herminator” did not dis-
appoint and, havmg also won both
speed races in the 1998 Olympics,
ecarned his fifth gold in a major
championship.

“I will pay for their rooms
maybe with this prize money,”
Maier said.

Maier finished fourth in the
super-G here and was 17th in the
downhill.

He has struggled this season
after switching boots to improve
his performance in giant slalom.
This was his fourth podium in GS
this season, but first victory. In
fact, this was Maier’s first GS vic-
tory in any race since before his
accident.

Giant slalom is Maier’s favorite
event and he won the GS in the
1998 Olympics. The injuries he
suffered made it difficult to exert
enough pressure on his right leg
to handle the frequent turns. The
Austrian had won only one previ-
ous race this season, taking the
super-G in Kitzbuehel, Austria
last month.

Defending champion Bode Mill-
er, the American who leads this
season’s overall World Cup stand-
ings, needed two stitches to close
acut on his chin after he lost con-
trol on the first run and slammed
into an advertising banner.

Miller will have to wait until
Saturday’s slalom race for a
chance at a third gold medal after
winning the super-G and down-
hill races.

Rahlves, who finished second
behind Miller in the downhill,
posted his best career giant sla-
lom result.

“Im certainly happy to get a
‘medal but I'm still disappointed. T
knew I'd have to go for it but I
was too round, too loose at the
top,” Rahlves said of his second
run. “But the best thing for me
today is to know my GS is there.”
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Referee suspended in
German soccer scandal

The Associated Press

FRANKFURT, Germany —
The referee who took bribes to fix
games was suspended by the Ger-
man Soccer Federation on Thurs-
day in the country’s worst corrup-
tion scandal in the sport in more
than 30 years.

The federation said Robert
Hoyzer’s suspension was for “un-
sportsmanlike conduct.” He has
admitted rigging four games in re-
turn for $85,000 from a gambling
syndicate led by three Croatian
brothers, who have been arrest-
ed. He tried to manipulate two
other games without success, and
iraone game his help wasn’t need-
e

The growing scandal has over-
shadowed Germany’s prepara-
tions to host next year’s World
Cup.

Hoyzer has implicated others,
and Berlin prosecutors are inves-
tigating 25 people, including
three other referees and 14 play-
ers, on suspicion of fixing at least
10 games, mostly in the lower divi-
sions.

Hoyzer was questioned this
week by a soccer federation law-
yer, and faces another formal
hearing that could result in a life-
time ban. If charged and convict-
ed of fraud, Hoyzer could spend
up to 10 years in jail.

Former lowa baskethall player
Plerce charged

Towa — Former Iowa
baskelball player Pierre Pierce
was charged Wednesday with bur-
glary and domestic assault and
spent several hours in jail before
he was released.

Pierce was also charged with
burglary, false imprisonment, as-
sault with intent to commit sexual
abuse and criminal mischief.

Pierce was released late

Wednesday on his own recogni-
zance.
The player's lawyer, Alfredo
Parrish, said Pierce “intends to
fight these charges with every
fiber in his soul.” A preliminary
hearing was tentatively set for
Feb. 21.

Pierce, the team’s leading scor-
er, was Kicked off the team after
police confirmed he was the sub-
Ject of an investigation into a mat-
ter at the townhouse of a former
girlfriend.

UConn’s Anderson
hospitalized with leg infection

HARTFORD, Conn. — Connect-
icut leading scorer Rashad Ander-
son is not expected to play in the
Huskies' home game Sunday
against  second-ranked North
Carolina because of an infection
in his upper right leg, team offi-
cials said Thursday.

Anderson spent two nights at
Windham Hospital, near the
Storrs campus, but was trans-
ferred Thursday morning to Hart-
ford Hospital for further treat-
ment in a hyperbaric oxygen
chamber, school officials said in a
statement. ~ Anderson  was
checked into Windham on Tues-
day for a skin abscess on his leg.
He had the abcess drained and
was put on intravenous antibiot-
ics.

Anderson has averaged a
team-best 13.8 points for the
19th-ranked Huskies.

Citing federal privacy laws, the
school did not release further de-
tails.

Sports briefs

Lakers’ Bryant will play

in All-Star Game if healthy

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Although Kobe Bryant doesn’t
have a timetable for playing
again for the Los Angeles Lakers,
he intends to appear in the NBA
All-Star Game if his severely
sprained right ankle is healed.

“The important thing is to be
healthy,” Bryant said Wednesday
evening before the Lakers played
the New Jersey Nets. “I am not
going to feel obligated to play be-
cause it's the All-Star Game.

“The most important thing is
helping us win ball games. If my
ankle is ready to go, I'll play.”

The game is scheduled for Feb.
20 in Denver.

Bryant, the NBA’s second-lead-
ing scorer with a 27.5 average,
missed his 13th straight game
Wednesday night. The eight-year
veteran was injured against Cleve-
land on Jan. 13.

Thrashers’ Heatley signs
with Russian team

MOSCOW — Dany Heatley
signed with a Russian hockey
team Thursday, less than a week
after pleading guilty to charges in
the 2003 death of Atlanta Thrash-
ers teammate Dan Snyder and
being sentenced to three years’
probation.

Heatley, MVP of the 2003 NHL
All-Star Game, will join Atlanta’s
Ilya Kovalchuk with AK Bars
Kazan, which has signed several
NHL players during the league’s
lockout. The team is based in the
central Russian city of Kazan,
about 450 miles east of Moscow.

Heatley pleaded guilty last Fri-
day to second-degree vehicular
homicide, driving too fast for con-
ditions, failure to maintain a lane
and speeding for the Sept. 29,
2003, crash in Atlanta.

In exchange for his plea, the
only felony charge — first-degree
vehicular homicide — was
dropped along with a charge of
reckless driving. In addition to
probation, Heatley was ordered
to give 150 public speeches about
the dangers of speeding.

Heatley, who was born in Ger-
many, was selected by the Thrash-
ers second overall in the 2000
NHL entry draft. He was rookie
of the year in the 2001-02 season.

According to the International
Ice Hockey Federation, more
than 340 NHL players have
signed with European clubs, al-
though some have returned to
North America.

Magic activate Hunter,
put DeClercq on disabled list

ORLANDO, Fla. — The Orlan-
do Magic activated forward Bran-
don Hunter from the disabled list
Thursday.

Hunter missed the last 30
games because of a hyperextend-
ed right elbow. He also sat out the
season’s first eight games due to
right Achilles tendinitis.

In five games, Hunter aver-
aged 2.6 points and 1.6 rebounds.

Center Andrew DeClercq was
placed on the injured list with a
sore right knee. He played in
eight games, averaging 1.1 points
and 1.3 rebounds.

Steroids talk overshadows
Selig’s All-Star announcement

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Commis-
sioner Bud Selig knew what direc-
tion questions would go when he
came to the area that’s been at
the center of baseball’s steroid
scandal.

It took only a short time for the
topic Wednesday to shift from
San Francisco being awarded the
2007 All-Star Game to the contro-
versy surrounding BALCO, Jose
Canseco’s upcoming book and
baseball’s new steroid policy.

“I'm shocked it took 10 minutes
for somebody to ask that ques-
tion,” Selig said when asked
about the book by Canseco that re-
portedly accuses Mark McGwire,
Jason Giambi, Ivan Rodriguez,
Rafael Palmeiro and Juan Gonza-
lez of steroid use.

The new book by Oakland’s
former MVP and the BALCO in-
vestigation that has cast a cloud
over Giambi, Barry Bonds, Gary
Sheffield and other players has
made the Bay Area the center
point of the steroid controversy.

Selig wouldn’t directly com-
ment on Canseco’s book, but said
baseball executive vice president
Sandy Alderson, a former presi-
dent and general manager of the
A’s, would address the book after
it’s released next week.

Selig did say he is confident
that baseball’s new steroid policy
will be in place when spring train-
ing opens next week and dis-
missed criticism that it does not
go far enough to rid the game of
performance-enhancing drugs.

“As a sport, we have done ev-
erything that we could at this
point,” he said. “There are imme-
diate penalties, random testing, a
player gets publicly named if
heaven forbid he does test posi-
tively.

“I'm very sensitive about this
whole subject, but I think the
sport has addressed it. It isn’t as if
we have ignored it.”

Baseball didn’t have a steroid
policy until 2002, when allega-
tions by former MVPs Canseco

and Ken Caminiti pressured play-
ers and management to negotiate
one into the new labor agree-
ment.

‘That policy, which consisted of
only survey testing the first year
and no suspensions until a second
positive test after that, was ridi-
culed as ineffective.

With some of its biggest stars
under suspicion and lawmakers
demanding action, baseball adopt-
ed a tougher steroid-testing pro-
gram last month that will sus-
pend first-time offenders for 10
days and randomly test players
year-round.

Pettitte has first workout
from mound since surgery
HOUSTON — Houston Astros

pitcher Andy Pettitte threw 25
fastballs Wednesday in his first

workout on the mound since he
had elbow surgery six months

ago.

“It felt good just to get back on
the mound,” Pettitte told Houston
television station KRIV. “Now I
can start getting ready, just build-
ing up my arm strength.

Pettitte underwent surgery dur-
ing the summer to repair a torn
flexor tendon in his pitching
elbow. Because of the injury, he
appeared in only 15 games and
finished 6-4.

Cubs trade RHP
Farnsworth to Tigers

CHICAGO — The Chicago
Cubs traded right-handed reliev-
er Kyle Farnsworth and a player
to be named to the Detroit Tigers
on Wednesday for pitcher Rober-
to Novoa and two minor leaguers.

Farnsworth, whose fastball has
been clocked at 100 mph, was 4-5
with a 4.73 ERA last season for
Chxcago He struck out 78 batters

in 66%/3 innings.
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Calipari wins 300th
vs. No. 9 Louisville

The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Louis-
ville coach Rick Pitino insists that
the ninth-ranked Cardinals
should not yet be considered one
of the nation’s elite teams.

Now, he has a game film to
prove it.

Freshman point guard Darius
Washington scored 25 points and
Memphis coach John Calipari
earned his 300th victory Wednes-
day night in the Tigers’ 85-68 rout
of Louisville.

The Cardinals (20-4, 8-2 Confer-
ence USA) were leading the na-
tion in margin of victory coming
in at plus-23, but were dominated
from the start by the more aggres-
sive Tigers.

“I knew it was coming,” Pitino
said, “I just didn’t think it would
be this bad.”

Taquan Dean and Ellis Myles
each scored 17 points for Louis-
ville, which suffered its worst
home loss in four seasons under
Pitino.

The Cardinals were outre-
bounded 41-30 and shot a sea-
son-low 33 percent (19-for-58).

Rodney Carney added 24
points and Anthony Rice had 15
— all in the second half — for the
Tigers (14-10, 7-3 Conference
USA), who beat a Top 25 team on
the road for the first time in five
tries this season and snapped Lou-
isville’s  nine-game  winning
streak.

“Pm calm now,” said Calipari,
who turns 46 on Thursday. “But
when I get near the plane, 'm
going to do some back-flips up the
steps. I'm so happy.”

Calipari has a 300-120 record
in 13 seasons at Massachusetts
and Memphis.

No. 3 Kansas 74, Kansas St.
65: At Manhattan, Kan., Wayne
Simien, J.R. Giddens and Keith
Langford combined for 65 points
and the Jayhawks (19-1, 9-0 Big
12) withstood a late rally to post
their 29th straight victory over
the Wildcats.

Kansas has a 22-game winning
streak on Kansas State’s home
floor, a run that began in 1984.

Fred Peete and Jeremiah Mas-

Men's Top 25

Roundup

sey each had 20 points for Kansas
State (13-7, 3-6), which used a
14-2 run to get within 58-54 with
4:21 to go.

No. 13 Michigan St. 83, Ohio
St. 69: At East Lansing, Mich.,
Chris Hill went 8-for-10 from the
field and scored 26 points to lead
the Spartans.

was  6-for-7  from
three-point range and made all
four of his free throws in the high-
est scoring game this season for
Michigan State (16-4, 7-2 Big
Ten).

Maurice Ager, who was both-
ered by an illness, scored 18
points on 6-for-7 shoonng for the
Spartans, while Alan Anderson
added 16 points and Paul Davis
had 11 points and 10 rebounds.

No. 17 Alabama 72, Tennes-
see 54: At Knoxville, Tenn.,
Kennedy Winston scored 18
points and Alabama outrebound-
ed Tennessee by 24.

Chuck Davis had 16 points and
a career-high 13 rebounds and
Jermareo Davidson added 16
points and 14 rebounds for the
Crimson Tide (18-4, 7-2 Southeast-
ern Conference).

C.J. Watson had 15 points for
the Volunteers (11-12, 4-6), who
have lost six straight to Alabama.

No. 20 Wisconsin 72, lowa
69: At Madison, Wis., Kammron
Taylor and Mike Wilkinson
sparked Wisconsin’s comeback
from a 13-point second-half defi-
cit.

Taylor, a sophomore, scored a
career-high 26 points and Wilkin-
son added 20 points and four cru-
cial blocks for the Badgers (16-5,
7-3 Big Ten), who trailed 52-39
with 12:43 remaining.

Greg Brunner scored 27 points
for the Hawkeyes (15-7, 3-6).

No. 25 Texas Tech 83, Baylor
67: At Lubbock, Texas, Ronald
Ross was 8-for-10 from the field
and scored 25 points for the Red
Raiders (15-5, 7-2 Big 12), who
took control with a 15- 0 run in the
second half.

Duke: Tar Heels again fall
painfully short at Cameron

DUKE, FROM BACK PAGE

With the seconds ticking away,
he forced a pass to Noel, who lost
the ball on the sideline and sent
the Cameron Crazies into an
earsplitting celebration.

“It seemed like a long time, and
I was just hoping that that clock
‘went down before they got a shot
off,” Nelson said. “We played
some great defense, and we made
them try to do something that
they weren’t ready for.”

Felton said he should've taken
the open shot.

“It was a mistake I made,” Fel-
ton said. “I was looking for
Rashad on the other side of the
screen, so I took it back out. He

wasn't open, and Sean wasn’t
open on the slip. So the whole
play just got terminated just like
that.

North Carolina looked poised to
stun the Blue Devils, rallying
from a 67-58 deficit with about
five minutes left. Felton finally
managed to get penetration and
score six quick points, while Mc-
Cants — in the Tar Heels’ only
fast-break basket of the game —
hit a layup to make it 71-70 with
51 seconds left.

‘Then came that painfully famil-
iar feeling.

“People around Chapel Hill
will probably be talking about
this game until we play them
again,” May said.
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Duke dumps Carolina

No. 2 Tar Heels dribble away last chance vs. No. 7 Devils

BY AARON BEARD
The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — For the sec-
ond straight year, Roy Williams
watched North Carolina squan-
der a chance to win in Cameron
Indoor Stadium.

David Noel dribbled the ball
out of bounds as the buzzer sound-
ed, sealing the second-ranked Tar
Heels’ 71-70 loss to No. 7 Duke on
Wednesday night. It was their
15th loss in the last 18 meetings
with the Blue Devils, and fourth
in a row at Duke.

It was another painful finish for
the Tar Heels (19-3, 8-2 Atlantic
Coast Conference) in an arena
where they have won only once in
nine years. Last season, they
trailed by three points when
Rashad McCants lost the ball in
front of the Carolina bench with
4.4 seconds left in a 70-65 loss.

This time, they couldn’t get off
a final shot in a game in which
they trailed most of the way.

“We’d have folded last year and
got beat by 20,” said Sean May,
who had 23 points and 18 re-
bounds. “We had an opportunity
to win. We just didn’t make the
play at the end.”

The botched possession capped
a night in which Duke’s defense
harassed Raymond Felton and
the Tar Heels, who couldn’t pro-
tect the ball, get out in transition
or score the points that have
come so easily all season.

Duke (18-2, 8-2) kept the game
almost entirely in the halfcourt,
slowing the pace and derailing an
offense that came in averaging a
national-best 92 points per game.
North Carolina finished with 23
turnovers — eight coming from
the normally sure-handed Felton
— that led to 26 points for the
Blue Devils.

Instead of running with the Tar
Heels, Duke held the ball on
many po: ons, milking time
and letting J.J. Redick, DeMar-
cus Nelson or Daniel Ewing drive
in the waning seconds of the shot
clock. The strategy worked per-
fectly.

“They slowed us down when
they got the job done on offense,”
Williams said. “I mean, they
spread the floor and controlled
the tempo that way. And in their
pressure defense, there’s no ques-
tion that bothered us, t0o.”

Duke went 21-for-22 from the
free-throw line, punishing the
Tar Heels each time they failed to
play foul-free defense.

“When you're trying to play
great defense for 35 seconds

Duke fans watch as North Carolina’s Jackie Manuel falls into the crowd chasing the ball during the second
half against Duke at Cameron Indoor Stadium in Durham, N.C. on Wednesday. Duke won 71-70. North Caroli-
na lost to Duke for the 15th time in the past 18 meetings and has won only once at Cameron in nine years.

Duke’s J.J. Redick, left, guarded
by North Carolina’s Rashad Mc-
Cants during the second half on
Wednesday night, scored 18
points in Duke’s victory.

every time and end up with a foul,
that takes a lot out of the team,”
said McCants, who finished with
11 points on 3-for-13 shooting.

The Blue Devils committed 15
turnovers and shot just 36 per-
cent, but built an early lead and
answered every North Carolina
run to keep momentum in front of
a raucous crowd. North Carolina,
which trailed 36-29 at halftime,
twice tied the game only to see
Redick and Ewing hit three-point-
ers on the following possessions.

Redick finished with 18 points
and hit four threes, while Nelson
provided a huge contribution
with 16 points. That included two
three-pointers in a span of about
90 seconds in the second half to
help Duke take a 49-42 lead. The
freshman also made all four of his
free throws, belying his 51 per-
cent season average — something
a despondent McCants pointed
out in the locker room after the
game.

“It was obvious that DeMarcus
just played at a level, or even a
couple of levels, higher than he’s
played” Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski said. “We really need-
ed that. To win a game like this, at
times you need something that’s
different from what you normally
do. DeMarcus did that.”

For the Tar Heels, Nelson’s con-
tribution was just one of several
plays that turned the game in the
favor of the Blue Devils. But it
was their failure to get off the po-
tential game-winner that stood

out.

After  Redick missed a
three-pointer with the shot clock
winding down, North Carolina got
the ball with 18 seconds left. The
play was designed for Felton to
hit McCants on the wing or May
inside, but neither was open. Fel-
ton spun away from Ewing and
had an open look, but passed it
up.
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